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Was::yow,  my' Dear: 
Tiend; with. whom: 


enjoyed dS 
Friendſhip: and ''rwas:; 


pr 4 imviced me;'tho 


-_ into a Fiel 


. after the 


"The Epifie Doliany, 


Fatigue and Embarraſment 
of 2 troubleſome Employ: 
men, like the wearied Ta- 
veller, F have often at Night 
Iain down, and refreſhed'my 
tired Spirits. If 1 have theres 
_ nodded in the following 

wphler, be you my Wir- 
= and Excuſe. 


But whatever it is, ta you, 
Dew# Sir, of right it belongs, 
being that good Friend, that 
firſt fhewed me my Faults, 
and :maved me | 20 a Study , 
which: has given. me: a true: 
Profpec&t of the Tnxifles of 
Life:;: and. how much more 
valuable the: Unſeen Things 
are,than thoſe our Soles 
daily, converſe, with,” For, ; 


aw þ td 


F Y g »< 
4 a % _ % " s f 


S©'v 
” ”'Y * Z 
> oy k . is 


hi " The Epoſtle Dedicatory. 


As the kind - Heavenly Genius 

when we go 

Out of that Path appointed. us 
below ; 

Mov'd with great Pity tour 
declining State, lie 

Do's ſaftly whiſper, Turn ; ere 
tis too late: 


So my Leander, when [ went 
aſtray 
From ul unbeaten Path of Ver- 
tues Way, 
Swifter than Lokening darts 
from 2 Cloud, 
Stretch 'd forth his hand. — 


But 1 Gaz l am in pub- 
lick, and that this is nor my 
Province. 
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ure, and that the: 'Aﬀe- 
io83of'.a man-given.: 
"Delights of Comemplation 
ouch argroo tofry w'be 
allurd down. ro ſenſhab En- 
Joyments. .”--* Aquila; non: icapit 
Muſcas, Des Cartes expreſles 
it well : Loluptas quam percipi- 
Wis/ex. intuits Teri,” guias ocul 
cernunt, minime &quiparandl ef 
tl ha; quam*<adfert.notitia'illae 
Tun quas ; Philoſophando'i INVEniAns. 
: [The Pleaſpres of:Senſe, are 
*©in no ſort: comparable 
2 ©*thoſe;, which the: Micehens 
© joys 'by Knowledge and 
- Oiled 34 - Spehar 


- later prot have _ rhe 
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aber our: at evicted al 
| beſides. 


* Bur to do-Juſtice to: beth ſv 


ſnaliſt 'has: Ploaſere, and Dis . i 
verſions ( ſuch as they are) . = 
more ready andat hand; than _ 
a man of Thought and Rez BE. 
tfremenr. © The one hadtneed © - 
bar look: out; ' and he ! fees 1 "if 


| ſomething that i is ready't6 fill 2s 4 


up the narrow Faculties 'of + 
Senſe:preſently, whilſt the o& 
ther muſt go farther off, and _ i at | 
with great induſtry find pur 

an Ob ſec. 


OR 
- | him + [The Pleaſures of. the, 
one, aretike Diamonds, rare- 


: oy 4 to be:found ; bur: of the =; 


© 


= : other, - ug 
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other, likePebbles,cvery where 
to be had. Yet this Advan- 
rage the Learned and the 
Wiſe, the vertuous Philoſo- 
pher, when advanced to ſome 
Height, has over the other, 
that he carries his Pleaſures 
with him, in the Streets, or in 
the Fields,or even in dilagree- 
able Company, can find uſe- 
ful and pleafing Thoughes, 
both -to delight and improve 
his Mind ; who not only dares 
be alone , bur - finds infinite 
Pleaſure.in the Contemplation of 
the ſeveral parts of the Uni- 
verſe z tO whom, with Jacab, 
the Wold is a Bethel ; for he 
can turnthe Darkneſs of a Dune 
Leon, ' into the Light o a Dis 
vine Palace, and behold Ng- 
tare aſcending and. deſcending, 


like 
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like the Angels on the Ladder. 


Bus not to pretermic any af 
the excellent Advantages the 
Difſoluce enjoy. ; 2901 


The one, Laval conſels, 
more conftamely gains his 
Point , than the akics - for 
what wich his ſordid Flattery, 
and Baſeneſs. of | Spirit to- 
wasds the Great and Haugh- 
ty» his Inſolence towards the 
Modeft and Humble, and 0- 
ther mean and difingenuous 
Arts towards all, he obtains 
what he deſires. But did 2 
Beggar gain a' Crown by ſth 
—_ _ were not worth: 
my Envy ; for when a. litthe 
ABi&ion befalls: ſuck-an one, 
ſolooſe is. his Conſtizution,by 
rl —— of his Prince 


ples, 
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«if a conſtant Byas: to: 
eneſs of Spirit may:be tal- 
led -unſerled ,) be. dif 
| roof a-lictle 
48 misfortune; a few Weeks im- 
onimcnr puts av'endto his 

ife:; But how:doesthe:Ver- 

h : and. ſedate; 
:Lightning invades his 
E Byes,andT zander his Houſe 
2808 Who. though he would diſs | 
£7 folve-in Tears; for che. leaft 
voluntary Sin; yerwouldinot 
Wt ſhrink to ſee the World iw3 
| Conflagration:; ' who: 
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kim where-ever he -gogs:;that 
can ſee. in every -Field;$nough 
of ; the Divine Wiſdom-0-fll 
all the Powers of his Soul 
with a laſting. Joy and Plea- 
' ſures Compar'd to. theſe, 
how mean are the Thoughts, 
of a laſt Night's Debauch , 
or the ao ones. of ano- 
ther 2 How: .fordid:the Cons» 
templation: of... many; Bags, 
and how empry the Titles of, 
Honour? -- For my-part, I 
have not Sence enough to di- 
:Ninguiſh, any- real difference 
berween, a Feather ina Child's 
Gap, and a, Riband crols the 
Shoulders:-of :3'-Man. Ah ! 
how fooliſh. is Mankind . to! 
neglect the; alid id Joys: of Wiſ+t 
dom.and Philoſo; x the 
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" "Wi thar ( the nexc World 4 


part) with great Trurh 1 may 
affirm, Thar the moſt volupru- 
ous Man alive, enrich'd with 
the Fancy of Ariſfteppus, or a 
Lord Kocheſter , that does in- 
dulge 'his Senſes with all the 
Art that Wit, Health and 
Riches can lay together, that 
has all. the Court which the 
Devil in Nature, is capable 
of making to him ; falls infi- 
nitely ſhort of the Pleaſures 
of a Man, that has a good 
Underſtanding, well govern'd 
Aﬀections, and bur a modes 
rate Fortune to enable him 
ro enjoy the Pleaftires of Phi- 
loſophy, and to exert his Re- 
lion in the pleaſing Offices 
of Charity and Aﬀettion. | 
The 


, 
» 


& P 
5 (2 PR 


£ +> 


LE ——— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


The Cynicks and Stoicks will 


charge me with a ſurplus of 


Ingredients to the conſticution 
of Happineſs ; but I conceive 
their Notion of itto be Ro- 
mantick and Fanciful;bur that 
of the Peripateticks and Epicus 
reans ſober and wiſe. For 
Externals, in the hands of a 
wile tman are good Inftru- 
mentseven of Beatitude; and 
Pleaſure and Pain muſt have 
ſome difference even in the 
opinion of a Philoſopher that 
1s converſant in the World. 
"Tis a fooliſh thing to make 
Vertue the Obje&t of a wile 
man's choice, and then ſet it 


above his reach, at leaſt above (a) Thus 
high the Cy- 

FILED we ? nicks and 

., Stoicks advanced Vertue, whole fole Reward,which 

& it elf brought, they held ſufficient to. conquer the 


"  Miferiesof Pain and Want. 


- ſripp'd 


his defires ; Vertue (a) I mean 
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= of Healthand\ Ne@(- 
aries; .and cloggd. wich Pain. 
and Miſery, wichout the Pro» 
ſpe&of a tuture' Life; | Bur 
= Cynick- indeed. had Wir, 
when being blamd: for- giv- 
_ iIng+z, Patrern.,above, Human 
Life , {aid-, the. was' like:the 
Singing - Maſters; who: ſung 
A Norte - t00 high ,; that heir 
Scholars ( who would: natu- 
rally fall ſhort of their Ma- 
ſer ) might. reach; 22 true 
Picch. EIT YR. _ q 
4d HF nah ache 1 c con- 
fider he, Eves, not; andy of 
the Cp uicks,' bur, -others of; the 
+ Pagan ;Abilyjpbers,and: to. whhe 
: 2. Noble, F eight they.advent | 
* ced. their Minds, meerly by 
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derſtandings ; ; how meanly 
and contemprtibly they looks 
ed upon ſenſual Pleaſures, 'to 
that degree, that the former 
trampled upon Riches and 
Honour as vile things ; An- 
tiſthbenes; the Father of them, 
faying, he had rather be mad, 
than given to Senſualiry ; 
and » Heraclitus contemn'd his 
Body, cſteeming it as Droſs, 
taking care for the: Cure on- 
ly.as God ſhould command 
him ,. to uſe 4t as an. Inftru- 
ment ; and this not as. X 
{udden Fir or Paton, or De- 
clamation of. Wit , bur as a 
ſerled Principle, rooted in 
their. minds, and exerting its 
Fruit - and-/ "Effects. in theic 
Lives : Lbluſts. both for my 
ay and other Chriſtians, to 

A think 
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think how impetuouſly we 
purſue rhe E's of this Life; 
and how coldly rhoſe of 'a 
ang 325113 


al may be anagh to LES 
A Chriſtian aſham'd, even in 
Heaven, to- fee.: Hermes, Py- 
thagoras , Socrates, Plato, and 
the whole Crowd of vertu- 


ous Heathens there, bearing 


the: Honourable Bads ges of 
Mortthcation-, -and he Nos 


ble Scars of Rieproach ,. and 


Wounds, for Vertue's lake; as 
a Sacrifice plealing to : God ; 
whilſt the, Chriſtian, at a di- 
Rance, beholding in .himſelf 
the Marks only of Profeſſing 
his Religion, [where there 


was. no: danger: in the doing | 1 


ps and having received much, 
gave 


4 
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gave a lictle, and lovd with 
Sincerity z and yet how few 
are chats reach this Pitch ? 
What Chriſtian is there from 
the Debauchee ro the Profe(- 
for, that conquers a Luſt , 
ſubducs Paſſion, or reliſts a 
charming Temptation Chriſti 
gratia* If the Laſcivious 
crows chaſte, 'tis not becauſe 
his mind 1s changed, but his 
Spirits are weak, and his 
Blood low : But how did 
Socrates, of herce and choles 
rick, become calm and ledate 
by Philoſophy 3 And can 
Phileſaphy = more chan Chri- 
Fignity * , 


But why "i ty this to you, 
my Dear Friend, who know 
al this ; and» your own Me- 

# 2 . "hs 
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rits too ( or you would want 
Judgment ) and are yet con- 
rented in a low Sphere,grate- 
ful ro the Almighty under a 
narrow Fortune; whilſt you 
ſee others, that ſet no Bounds 
to their Actions, with a mean 
Underſtanding acquite Riches 
and Honour. I know ir 15 
ealite for the Rich ro ſpeak 
fine things of a low -000Y : 
what Phyfick it is to the 
mind; ng how it reduces 
che Fever in the Soul, to a 
good Temper. But for a 
man that is generous in his 
Nature ( which Plato tells ns, 
is the beſt Kind of Nobility } 
_ and who would embelliſh his | 
mind - with all the Uſeful 
Knowledge and-. Learning 
that can be had, 'o be ſtop- 
G ped 
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ped inthis commendable Am- 
bicion, againſt the Career of 
his Deſires, and to acquieſce, 
requires the Philoſophy of an 
bumble mind, which is often 
a ſtranger to the Learned. 
This is more difficult than to 
conquer Kingdoms, 


 Fortuor eff ao fe. 


You are therefore the tru- 
ly great Hero I have choſe to 
defend this Eſſay, which ( tha 
it bas been disbelieved by ail, 
becauſe not conſidered by the 
learned,nor underſtood % the 
Vulgar )y ou will do, hk” 
. by the Jniog ſplendor of a 
bright Star and Garter, nor 
the claſhing and thundering 
Noiſe of Swords. and Guns, 


a 3 NOr 
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nor by your ren Thouſands, 
but by the foft Voice of Rea» 
ſon ol Philoſophy , which 
is more valuable to the Wiie 
and Vertuous. 


Adieu, Dear Sir, and may 
you enjoy a calm and ſerene 
Mind , flat and languiſhing 
cowards the World but Rive 
and vigorous, and full of 
Hopes towards Heaven. May 
_ the Light of Wiſdom and 
Knowledg e fill you full of 
all Joy = Ecſtaſ Ie ; and as 
no Variation of Fortune, has, 
or ever {hall alienare my Af- 
feflions from you ; io let no 
Diſappointment abate your 
Zeal for the Honour of our 
moſt Munificent Benefactor, 
( for whom you can never do 

ar 
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coo much, ) ſince He always 
chuſeth beſt for us , and ne- 
ver denies us, but for our 


greater Good. I am (what 
Words need not expreſs ) 


Your Aﬀectionate 


Servant, 


Whitelocke Bulſtrode. 
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THE 


PREFACE 


TO THE 


READER: 


[| Writ this Eflay for my own 


Satisfattion and Uſe , and 

now publiſh it to vindis 
cate the Honour of Pythagoras, 
whom, though T would not, with 
the Heathen, Deifie for his emi- 
nent Works; yet 1 would defend 
bim from the Calumny of the 
World, 


To the Reader. 


World, fo unjuſtly cat upon him, 
as the Author of an erroneous 


Doftrine, This us a Tribute, all 


Hen that pretend to Letters (to | 


which T do the leaft) owe him, 
that has advanced Learning ; eſpe- 
cially to Pychagoras, who ſeems 
to have been a Treaſury of Know- 
ledge, and that Fountain that was 
tered the Grecian Empire with all 
that Learning they afterwards 
boaſted. Nor were bis Morals 
leſs refnd, than his Knowledre 
was eminent, and his Wiſdom was 
equal fs %"Y ; fo that ſhould 1 
give an Acconnt of bis Life, bow 
careful be was to Jade all fenſwal 
Paſſions; byw temperate m bus 
Deer, Cloaths and Skeep ; how mn- 
defatiyable to improve and adorn 
br Mind with all the Know- 
ievge that was to be attained ; how 
zealous | 


Toche Reader. 


zealous to promote the Fonony of 
God, and the Good of Man ; 
how careful to refleft on the Er- 
rors of the Day; and in ſhort , 
to advance all Vertue, and depreſs 
Vice ; 'twould put moſt of ns out 
of countenance, to be ſo much out- 
done by a Heathen, The Vmm- 
dication therefore of [o 700d and 
great a Perſon, T hope, will not be 
thought impertinent. 


But beſides that, 1 propoſe to 
manifeſt this Opinion, not only as 
Orthodox &> Philoſophical among ſt 
the Ancients, but 4s True and E- 
vident in Nature. Though were 
it only a ſpeculative Notion, and 
of no Uſe, as for me, it ſhould 
have ſlept in eternal Shades ; but 
m regard it acquaints us, m its full 
Latitude, with the yarious Operas 

tions 


WES he OR = 
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To the Reader. 


tions of God, the Generation and 


Diſſolution of all Created Beings, 
under Heaven, i. e. the Animal, 
Vegetable, and Mineral, the Ae- 


ceſſes and Receſſes of Life it ſelf ; 


it is a SubjeFt not ſo mean as to be 


| deſpiſed, though it may be bere 


but indiffer ently handled. 


Epicurus, who has defin d | 
Hanes well , plates it in the 
Tranquility of the AHind, and In- 
dolence of the Body. To attain 
this, be makes Phylicks. as ne- 
reſſary as Ecbicks; for without 
knowing the - Cauſes of Things , 


| Fear and Doubts perplex the Mind, 


and diſturb that Quiet which is 
neceſſary to Happineſs. 


Tam ſure it is the Duty of all 
Men, that bave Capacity and Op- 
portunit y, 


To the Reader. 


portunity, to look into the Works, 
as well as Word of God. The 
Heathens had no other Book to 
read the Majeſty, Wiſdom and Pow+ 
. erof God in;it was the Heavens 
that declared to them, as well as 
the. mſpired King, his Glory. 
. Nor does the Knowledge of God's 
moral Government of the World. ; 
ſuperſede the Conſideration of his 
Natural ; the latter being as Wwors . 
thy our Admiration and Praiſe, as 
the former is of our Love and —_ 
ment 


Fs true, \ God has in nothing 
fo mtenſely exhibited his Love to 
Mankind, as. mn giving- bis . Son ; 
nor can Man-recetive a greater Ho» 
nour, than by being the Temple of 
the Divine Mind. The Confide: 
ration of which; may well ſtrike us 

with 


To the Reader. 


with Aſtouſhment, the Favour is 
fo. immenſe, and ought in Juſtice 
to raiſe our Thoughts above the 


Dregz of Senſe. 


But though a Man, in /o large 

a Field as this, may never want 
Alatter to exerciſe his Thoughts 
upon, and to raiſe his Mind t to a 
noble Height ; yet whoever conſts 
ders the Nature of Mankind, will 
ſoon find, that the Mmnd of Man 
# of a very inquiſitive and capaci- 
ous Nature ; that variety of Sub- 
jets are more neceſſary for bis 
Mind, than of Food for bis Boly ; 
that by this he enlarges bis Facul- 
ties, advances his Thoughts , and 
comes. to dijcern. a chea cr Light 
and Knowledge of Things. Nyy, 
the Afts of Religion ic ſelf, are 
often better performed, with more 
Vigour 


'To the Reader. 


| Vigour and Zeal, after ſome Re- 
þ than when often repeated withs 
out ſome Diverſion. -- And God 
having created ſuch Variety of 
Things , wherein dwells ſo great 
an Excellency, does more than hint 
to 1s our Duty to enquire after 
them. 


The Reproof of the P{almiſt, 

They neglect the Works of 
God. That the Works of 
the Lord: are great, ſought 
out by all that have pleaſure 
in them; That they are wor 
thy to be praiſed, and hadin 
honour, axd.ought to be, had in 
remembrance, and ſpoke of ; 
That the Power and Glory of 
God might be made known 
unto Men, dees include a Com- 
mand to ſearch mto them. Uaiah, 


ſpeaking 


To the Reader: 


ſpeaking of the Jews, ſaith, They 
regard not the Works of the 
Lord: neither conſider the 
Operations of his | Hands. 
Therefore my People ate 
oone into Captivity, becauſe 
they have no Knowledge. 
God preferr'd our Knowledge of 
him , even under the Law , to 
Biirnt- Offerings ; and the Rea: 
fon is plain ; for unleſs we know 
ſomewhat of the Nature of the 
Eternal; we can neither | pay that 
Love to bis Goodneſs, ncr Reves 
rence to his Power, Which we owe 
to both 5 we can in no ſort ſerve 
him -acceptably, but-we ſhall run 
mto the Superſtition of ' the Arhes 
nians, Wþ o-dedicated Altars Deo 


gnoto: Log 
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For my part, I know no diffes 
rence that diſtinguiſheth Men 
from Brutes, but Knowledge and 
Pertue; the firſt makes us like 
Angels, the latter like God. Be 
ye holy as I am lioly. But 
Vertue withour. Knowledge, 
runs into Enthuſiaſm and Sus 
perſtition; and Knowledge 
without Vertue, gives us the 
Tin&ture of Satan. . Both 
therefore are to be ſought, which 
nay be attained by a little induſtry ; 
for ſurely we are net born to 
eat, drink and fJeep, and gra- 
tifie our ſenſual Appetites , like 
Beaſts, ( nay they all perform ſome 
beneficial Offices to Men, ) nor 
to ſnort in the Air, like a Colt ; 
nor to trample on the Earth, like 
an Ox ; nor to walk in the narrow 
Track of our Employment, like 4 


—_—_ 


- To the Reader. 


 Foot-poit ; but to contemplate the 


Divme Operations, and to look up 
towards God with Gratitude, for 
making ſo glorious a World, res 
pleniſh'd with ſuch admirable works 
for the Uſe and Benefit of Man, 
If this be not ſo , and that it is 
ſufficient for a Man, to attain 
an Excellency m his Employment, 
though he has a liberal Education ; 
What difference is there between 
a Littleton and a Van Dyke, 
both famous in their way * 


I muit agree with Epicurus, 
That Juſtice is the common Tie, 
Trithout which no Society can ſub- 
feſt ; tis that Vertue, which gives 
to all their due, and takes care 
that none receive Injury. Ti 
therefore one of the nobleſt Employs 
ments ; yet if the knowledge wor 

1 
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of, (for I ſpeak. not of i its Morals,) : 


be confined to a Gity or 4 Country ; 
if it be meerly municipal, when re- 
moved from ones Country, "tis but 
Pedantry ; and therefore no Man 
has Reaſon to value himſelf mych 
on that account, But the Philo- 
ſopher # a Citizen of the 
World, acquainted with the 
Pandects of Nature; the other 
a Citizen of England, Venice, 
or Holland, and confin'd to the 
Walls thereof. 

The employing our Thoughts , 
how the Earth is continually ſends 
ins forth a Vapour ; the Sea, and 
all its Rivers, giving up their re- 


fin'd Parts into the Air, to meet, 


and allay the ſcorching Influences 
of the Heavenly Bodies. That 
ſince the Water of it felf is too 

b 2 groſs 
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roſs « Food for the Lungs, and 
the Celeſtiat-Heat too violent and 
intenſe, to cheriſh and ſupport us ; 
therefore God ſtretches out the 
Waters on the Wings of the Wind, 
and rarefies the ſame ; and that it 
may be exempt from exceſſive 
Cold , impregnafes it with Vital 
Heat, to become the trueſt Food of 


Life. 


That the Heavenly Bodies are 
continually at work for us, by their 
perpetual motion, emitting a vital 
Heat, which cloathing it ſelf with 
an Aerial V eſt, enters ito the 
Chambers of the Deep, and there 
frames all that Parity , which, 
coming forth, we call the Works of 


Nature. 


And 


— 
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And that the Earth may not 
be too dry, nor the Rivers: too 
empty , by a conStant yielding up 


their Moiſtnre. into the Region of 


the Air, on the abſence of the Sun, 
the Vapour condenſes into a fertil 
Dew, Which deſcending , che- 
riſhes the thirſty Plants ; and left 
this ſhould not be enough, the 
Clouds become Store-houſes of Wa- 
ter. And Whereas the inward 
Parts of the Earth are Kept maiSt 
and cool by the: infinite Channels, 
through which the Waters paſs ; ſo 
the upper parts are refreſhed by a 
more plentiful Irrigation, which is 
of more Virtue than Fountains 
water , having ſomewhat of the 
Heavenly Influences. He that 
beholds the Rays of the Sun againſt 
an opake Body , darting obliquely 
on the Earth its Seminal Virtues, 

b 3 and 
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and confiders. thatby the Command 
of : the Eternal: the Wheel of 
Providence 'is . continually at work 
for us, ( which brings Life it ſelf, 
bemg nothing elſe,. as the Learned 
Monfieur d'Efpagnet ſays, but 
an Harmonious A proceed- 
ing from the. Union of Mar- 
ter and Form ,: conſtituting 
che perfect "Being of every 
Individual,:) Which the Ancients 
ſometimes repreſented by V ulcan 
ql. hus Shop, making and hammer-| 
mg. out curious Works. Tay, 
bethat conſiders theſe things(which 
a mean Underitanding ix. capable 
of:)-if be bas any. {park of Gra- 
tude, any Senſe of 'Obligationi; 
way. , if he is not Worſe than vu 
Brate, and. moye 'ſtapid than a 
Block, mu$t be inflamed -with the 
oagh of ſo — a-Bounty3 


Which 


T OR 1 
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Which when be ts,.: be will natu- 
rally expreſs it, not only by an ens 
tire Obedience to ſo infinite a Gogd- 
neſs; not only by an abſtinence 
from all appearance of Evil ; but 
by chuſing to do'what is mo$k emi- 
rently Good, arid moſt highly ace: 
ceptable to bim. '- - Of what Wje 
ſuch a Temper:of ind would be, 
both to the Perfon. in particular, 
and the World in | general, 1 need 
not declare, ſince Love, (which 
Placo call the moſt Ancient of 
the. Gods, ) ws the mo$t raviſhmg 
Paſſion, and ' the mo$t delightful 
Enjoyment : That Love, whoſe 
Centre is infinite Purity, who is 
continually iſſuing: forth ſuch-ema- 
nations of Light,, Joy and" Plete 
fare an the Find of Fan, : that 
we ſeem but faintly to dart: back: 


JP of that L.ove to the moſt 
| b 4 Mus 
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Munificent; -which the Shallawe 
neſs of our Capacities were unable 
to receive; for he farſt loved 
US, S-I0E 


"Ts impertinent here to deſcribe 
the Beauty of the. World, the Glory 
and. Excellency of its Parts, the 
Harmony and Order, the Uſeful- 
neſs and Benefit thereof to Mans 
kind, fince Tully has done it in 
his. Natura Deorum , beyond 
mitation: This Sir Roger L'E- 
ſtrange has ingeniouſly Tranſla- 
ted, . and embelliſhed with Learned 


Notes. 


The Wifdom and Order by 
which the Parts were moved, made 
the Stoicks think, even the Parts 
themſelves endued with an intellis 
gent Mind, and therefore, weakly 


enough, 
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enough, called them Gods, not di- 
ſtnguiſhng between the Creator 
| and hu Works, which Epicurus 
hath well confuted. But T am 
paſs'd my Tedder, and mu$t ask 


Pardon if our ( lergy for inva- 
ding their Province. 


The Sum of all is this ; *Tis 
the Duty of Flankind to confider 
the Natural, as well as Moral 
Government of Divine Providence. 
This is the Mean to attain the 
End of our Creation, i. e. to ad- 
vance the Glory of God, and ex- 
alt and perfe& our Minds, Tf 
what T have hinted, does fuffici- 
ently ſhew the Neceſſity of this, 
the Negleft of it is a Fault too 
obvious to need an Inference, and 
the doing it, an Advantage, that 
will inſtifie ( at leaſt, excuſe.) the 

following Eflay. I bave 
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I have but this to add, That 
Whatever are the Faults of the 
following Diſcourſe, 1 have a- 
voided one , Which the Learned 
generally incur ; that 1s, of being 
roo. preliminary : One muſt 
dig fifteen Fathom deep before one 
comes to the Oar ; thus infolding 
«little Trath in h much Rubbiſh 
makes hin that has a quick Appres 
benfion, and little Leiſure, neglef 
the former for the ſake of the lat- 
ter. 'But this Fault proceeds from 
a fooliſh, though-cuſtomary Fancy, 
that unleſs a Book has Folio 500 
at the End of it, it. makes no Fi- 
grre on a Shelf, but i is like to dwin- 
dle-4nto the contemptible Name of 
« Pamphlet. Hence the dull 
and heavy Tranſcribers load Man- 

. kind with intolerable Burthens , 
and Hen, like Aﬀes, receive that 


CO He rm 
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Wright, "whivh All their Heads 
rather with \Sniak and. Fupee, thang 

Litht and. Taub. 173::20 I, 
When 7 cole that oe © Fa 
of Men have delivered their 
Thoughts of Men and Things, 
rather m ſhort Apothegms, than 
tedious Diſcourſes ; and that the 
Witty Greeks brought even” Ar- 
guments into the narrow compaſs 
of a ſhort Sillogilm ; that Mos 
les writ the Hiſtory of the Creas 
tron in -a ſhort Chapter ; and that 
He who 1s more than Man, com- 
municated himſelf, and what was 
neceſſary for the Good of Man, in 
ſhort Parables, ” make a deep 
impreſſion on the Mind ; and in 
pithy Sentences, that may Te wii 
in a Sheet or two of Paper. Tam 
fully of opinion with the Ingenious 
Mr. 
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Mr. Norris, That if Angels 
Were to Write, we ſhould have 
fewer Volumes, and that the Bre- 
vity of this Diſcourſe is no real 
Exception to its Truth. 
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FT : *His Opinion of Tranſ: 
'- migratjon of . Sopls., 
| - which ; is father d upon 
Pythagoras., is miſtaken every 
where”; bue very..grofly bes 
lieved-i in Pegm, . Magor , and 
other! parts . of Aſia : For be- 
lieving "i the:Squl doth pals 
into ſome orher; Qreature, :a- 
eer-ics' departure from the Hu- 
mihe; Boly.; they., abſtain 
fronno. ſortioh., reſpe&t ro the 
maſt contemptible Creatures; 
B and 
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and ſuperſtitioutly avoid do- 
ng any hurt to that Animal, 
whoſe Body, they think, cons | 
cains the Soul of their deceaſ- | 
ed Father. Now, how they 
could tell,or why they ſhould 
think, that this, or that Beaſt 
is thus animated, rather than 
another, | confels is ſtrange; 
and what is more {o, it ſeems 
from the Belief of chofe in 
Bengalt , and other Parts of 
che Eaſt-Indies ,, ( who ima- 
Sine that the Souls of Good 
Men paſs into-Cows,and fuch 
uſeful Creatures ; and the 
Souls of Bad Men inco Crows 
and ſuch hurtful Birds or 
Beaſts,) rhar''theſe People 
think it of the Immortal Ras 
ttonal Soul; : racher than the 
Scnfirive. For" the —_— 


mY As_.3 
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erted naturally in che kind 
Offices of Beneficence and 
Humanity ; but rhoſe of the 
Senſitive, only in Growth and 
Senſe. Ir looks as if Folly 
begot, and Superſticious Fans 
cy propagated this Opinion : 
Though ro do Right to Þy- 
thagoras, who was doubtleſs 
a great Man, che abſurdity.of 
this Opinion is as far remote 
from his Sentiments, as the 
Manichean Hereſie is different 
from the Chriſtian Religion. 
Bur Philoſophy and Reli- 
gion have both ſuffered alike 
by Ignorant! Expolicors : For 
whats will nota wild Fancy 
and little Judgmenrc, centecid 
inia Man fond of his Wn 
Thovghts;: produce 2 What 
a1” B 2 ſtrange 


of the Rational Soul are ex- 


, PIP Roe mmm —_—— 
4 of T] ranfmigration; 5 or, 
firange Opinions/'in Relig 


l on? ' What barbarons Cruet- 
| | ties by Humane Sacrifices to 
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che Heathen' Gods,” hath the 
| World been filled with ? Nor 
| is Philoſophy it- ſelf exempr 
; from very odd Conceits. Thus 
| ny the beft "TOO corr up 
| e 


But to return'to our Au- 
thor, whoſe Opinion aſſerted 
is, That the Soul, after its depars 
ture from the Body , paſſes \into 
fome other Animal. This 1s as 
ſtrongly pur 'as.any thing ſaid 

, of 'him -( for we' have Ki by 
Tradition, ) will bear. Thi 
Opinion { propoſe'to: defend, 

> ard-free it fromthe Abſurd: 
; ries / Men have; pur upon-t, 
and reftore -it''ro ' Its. native 
Fence, Bur rh me premiſc 

Wa here, 
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here, Thar :':do not intend 
this* Migration of the. Ratio- 


nal. Soul ; but-of the Senft- 
tive: and Vegetative Spirit ; 


which _— of Soul : and 
| Spirit, being-often uſed asSy- 
nonyma's, have given occaſion, 
eſpecially tothe Ignorant, -to 
miſtake the: meaning of Tye 

thagoras. | 
He that conſiders the Frarfio 
of this World, the Contex- 
| ture of Man, and the' perpe- 
tual Viciffirude and Change 
| of Things, will eafily believe, 
that eicher God makes new 

Matter and Form daily, to 
ſupply the periſhing old ; -or 
thar Things pals , and are 
changed intro one another, by 
2 continual Circulation. Bur 
we all know that the Frernal 
B 3 having 
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"K having made' the World by 
bis Wiſdom and Power, Pi 
| exraphes it now'by his Provi: 
dence and Goodneſs ; fo that 
we mult be forc'd to acknow- 
ledge , not a new Creation, 
bur a Mutation of Things, 
that begets this Variety. 

Man indeed is endowed 
with ſomething more than the 
reſt of the Creatures ; he hath 
a Rational Sou), that ſhould 
{tt Preſident in his Body, go- 
vern his Paffions, and direct 
his Aﬀ-ections. How little it 
does {o, proceeds from the 

' Vileneſs of our Wills, rather 
than the Degeneracy of our 
Nature:but we would excule 
our ſelves. Beſides this, | he 
hath a Vegetative or Senſitive 


_ which 1s perfectly di- 
ſtint 
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ſtint from the Rational Soul, 
as well as Body: It ſeems 


to be a Medium to unite two 
; | Extreams, of a Divine Im- 
- | mortal Ray, and Groſs Mat- 

| ter. INE Li 
I am not diſcoutling now 
of the Government of the 
Mind over the Senſitive Part, 


and whac Obedience the one 


ought to pay the other ; nor 
how they concend. for Domi- 
nion , like Prerogative and 
Liberty in a. diſturbd Stace : 
But I am laying the Founda- 
tionof the Reaſonablenels of 
Pytbagoras his Opinion, waick 
is the Tranſmigration of Souls, or 
Spirits ; for thele Terms are 

uied equivocally. } 
| To go to the bottom of 
this Queſtion, tis fac ro conh- 
B 4 der 
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der Nature inher ſeveral Pro- 
vinces, Minerdl,Yegetable, and 
Aiimal ; for all created Beings 
on this fide: 'Heaven, may be 
placed under 'one of "theſe 
Heads ; nor are the meaneſt 
of them withour a Spirit,* or 
Vital Principle, which is/ all 
one ; and theſe; like the Sen- 
firive Souls of Animals, ev4 
porate on the Diſſolution. or 
Deſtruction” of their Bodies.” 
To iay- how theſe Spirits 
leave that Habirations ,- bes 
fore I offer how they enter, 
may” be improper; I- ſhall 
ſpeak therefote of this firſt: 
Ad then of the. other. Nor 
will'it be impertinent, to the 
Defence of-' Pythagoras his O- 
prion; fince' 'Tranſentimation « of 
"Spirits _ tefef aswell roMs- 


Q nerals 
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I ſhall begirs with Metals, * | Of theGe. 
* as S - eration of 
oh = | 2... Metals. 

Ig The Globe of Earth being How the 


| TO L T4 £23.71 thi of | - SPIriT en- 
placed in the Air, and the tersMatter. 


Heavenly Bodies (a) moving (a) Take 
round. her,” does receive into Which of 
be © he''C leftial IAr the Three 
er Lap the' QELeNIAL INTIU® riyporbeſe ; 
ences ; they give Heat or Life, you pleaſe, 
the, Paſhve Matter (b). ' +; =— 
| IF18 7 ea] mnean,or T y- 
chonian, this Poſition anſwers them all. (b) Hence 
may. be underſtood the ovexros of Orphers, the Fa- 
ther of the Gods; with Yeſtz, his Wife ; ard whar 
he and the reſt:0f:-the Philoſophers meant by a Ge- 
eration of Deities proceeding from ſuch Parents. 


- The AiriCthe winged Meſ- 


 fenger of :the Gods) big with 


the Heavenly Fire, penetrates 
the porous Earth, and there 
abjdes. Being there derained, 


Att. 


_—_— 


—_— 


| 


of Tranſmigration ; or, 


Of the Im- 


perfect Me- 


tals, 


it is. congealed into a -moiſt 
Vapour, or fubtil Water ; and 
by the internal Pulcan of Na+ | 
ture ſublim'd in the Veſſel of 
Earth, through the Pores and 
Chinks thereof, till meeting 
with compact Matter , that 
denies it entrance, or through 
defe&t of the moving Inſtru- 
ment , it falls back into the 
Neſt from whence it came ; 
By which means it becomes 
leſs ſubtil, carrying with it 
ſomewhat of the groſs Mat» 
ter, through which it paſled, 
both in its Aſcenſion and De- 
ſcenſion; it having not yet 
obraind the Gravity of a fix d 
Body, but enjoying ſtill che 
Priviledge of a pure and ſub- | 
til, woes and yolatil-Nature ; 
it again. takes another flight 
E through 


[r  EIT 
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through the: dark Chambers 


of the Earth ; paſſing and re- 
paſſing thus frequently thro 
theſe places, it becomes the 
true Laver of Nature, waſh- 


| ing away: the Defilemencs 


thereof ; which falling down 
with it, detains ic, as in a 
Priſon ; and not being able to 
tree it ſelf from its Bondage, 

ſuffers the impure parts to be 
congealed together, with the 
pure Salt of Nature,irs proper 


Habitation. And thai 2n 1m. 


perfect Metal is made, \diver« 
j hed only by the wtniea 


of the heterogeneous Impurie 
ties, and the Remiſlion or In- 
tenſion of the Hear of the 
Place. 


But Nature, that tends al- of perfert 
ways to Perfection, makes an Metals. 


im- 


Of. Tranſmigration ; or, 


; ee AI HE —_ 


improvement --from the \miiſ. 
carriage of this Fatus; for a 
new : Vapour paſſing again, 
chrough theſe purified Chan- 
nels, obtains what its Prede-' 
ceflor could not;; that 1s, a 
pure and refind- Salt, void of 
heterogeneous Faces, This 
uniting with the warm Va- 
pour, and being diſflolv'd by 
it, : cauſes it to loſe its Airy 
vaporous Nature, and | be- 
come:a clammy Subſtance ; 
from which State (being dige+ | 
ſted-by its own internal Fire, 
and that of irs. Matrix, conti» 
nually repleniſh d by a Solar 
Influx) it advances into a fofr, 
but clayie Body, till chrough 
length of Time, ir b2comes 
decocted into a 'more or leſs 
ripe: Metal, according to the 

more 
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more or leſs Purity and Heir 
of the Womb.” 
- /Thus inthe fame Vein Of How vari- 
Earth; Metals of divers ſorts —_ 
may be found; as Albertus {ame place. 
Magnus teſtifies in theſe wotds; 
In Nature operibus didici proprio 
viſu; quod -ab-auna Origine fluit 
Vena, &* in quadam parte fuit 
aram. & in alia Argentum, & 
fi ic de- Ceteris'; que tamen Mate» 
ria prima fit una, ſed diverſus 
fuit locus mn calore'; ideo diver(ſt- 
tas loct, depurationiis, Metall di- 
verſt atem , Jecundum ſpeciem fuit 
operata, In Engliſh thus: ©I 
* have ſeen in the: Works of. 
* Nature,' fromthe ſame-©- - 
Tiginal, a: Vein of Metal, 
*:o0ne part whereof was Gold, 
© 2nother Silver, and : foi af 


« 24h otheriMerals: -- The fir 
wat bs . Mate 


—_ 
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*© Matter of which neverthe- 
© leſs, was one and the ſame; 
© but the degree of Heatiin ſe- 
«.yeral parts of ic , was di- 
* vers; therefore the Diver- | 
* {icy of that, cauſed the dif- 
© ference of the Metallick des 
** puration, according tothe 
* ſeveral ſorts. But he that 
doubts this, let him read the 
Three Tracts of Eiren&us th: 
Great, who deſerves a Statue 
of Gold to beerected to him, 
in all the Colledges of Learn- 


ing throughout. the World. - 


Of Stones : 
The preci- 
ous. 


| Stones fall under the ſame 
Denomination with Metals ; 
the.beſt of which, through 
their/great plency of Hcar and 
Light, give a Refulgency: co 
che Matter, which is a Con- 
TA crete 
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erere of that: Vapour, joynd 
to a pure 'Salt Water, and 
ſhines even to the Superfictes ; 
their form being ſo intenfe, that 
they ſeern even to ſwallow up 


| their Matter : Whilſt the The ins 


Common,through their-groſ- mon. 
neſs of Matter, partly occaſi- 
oned by the defect of: Inter- 


nal Hear, become dark and 


_ opake ;; their Generation be- 


ing rather a Mixture of Earth 
and Water, bak'd in the Fur- 
nace of Nature, than the Im- 
pregnatian of Paſſive Matter, 
digeſted by a lively Form. 


As for Vegetables, I divide yegetables 
them into. T'wo Sorts; the * Tu 
one, thoſe that grow of them- beak 4 4g 
ſelves, without any fowing 5 themſelves, 

/ FR. '» aNd WAar 
as Weeds and wild _ * are fog: 


— WI IT OA nn RP ye. reps en > 


Le Of: Tranſmiyration;' or, 


theother, thoſe thar are raiſs 
ed by Art,by lowing rhe Spe- 
cifick Seed... - ©:/ #15 S 
JOS grow | Asfor:the Firſt;:: The Pros 

OO dudioni of: themſeems tobe | 

-.-> thus. The warm Vapour 

that» penetrates the, Earth; i 

{ublim'd:by the:Internal Hear, 

and: paſſing through large 

Pores, arrives near, the Super: 

ficies qr and; carrying with 1t; 

or rather meeting there ſome: 

whar of the pute. Salt, dif: 
ſolves: it inco anliquid Sub» 

Nance; which pare: Salt gives 

Specafication - 20. the ſubrtil 

Vapour, and is a ſort of a 

212 -", tpe eifide Matrix*toithat Form, 

OT, wkice: was <before-::General 

1... an$Univerſal; for Salrs:'of dis 

+21. vers: forts do. ab6und an: all 

panel the Earth; - 
Thus 


_— RY ha WY 


Natural Philoſopby. _—- _—— 


Thus variety of Plants may The Cauſe 
of Variety 


ariſe ( as we ſee they do) Ve- gf planes, 
ry near one another, diffe- 


> | X Tg 
renc'd by the ſeveral Salts , |. 15 ise- 


vid-nt from 


| through which the Vapour Tarbriage, 


paſs'd, and joynd jt felf- ro 2nd other 
Waters , 


them. For;4f the Air im- ich paſ. 


pregnated with Vical Hear, ng thro 
BF ron Mines, 
congeal'd inro Water, is one —_— 


and the ſame in all Places, nated with 


free and undetermin'd, how *Þ< virtue 
"We : | of theMines 
is ic poible it ſhould have through 
any Specification , but by _—_ - 
: - 1 : Paſs: 
ſomewhat it meets with .-1n _ Ws 4 


the Earth, that joyning with few Iron 


Nails into 

ir, becomes a Seed,and thoots 1); 11. om 

UP INTO 4 P 1ant *F 4 . mon water, 
for half an 


hour, and it ſhall have the ſ.me taſte, not to ſay 
virtue ; for thelton-ſtone 1s too bard to have much 
of its Particles waſhed off by the ſoft gliding of 
Water ; and common Water is too. weak a 4u- 
ſiruum to diflolvea Martial Body. 


c 


RR — — 


& : 
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This, I conceive, is the 
meaning of Democritus, and 
Galen, Thar the firſt Element 
of Things is void of Quality, 
chat 1s, undetermind. Bur 
why the Sales of the Earth 
give toſome Plants a bitter, 
ro others a ſharp Taſte;thar is, 


. why are the Salts thus diffe- 


rencd 2 I had rather profels 


my Ignorance, than with 


Democritus andGalen, lay, They 
are all one, but _— in Opi- 
nion. 

This Queſtion, how vari- 
ous Plants come to grow of 
themſelves, appeard to the 
Great Du Hamel fo difficult, 
that, though he ftarts che 


Queſtion, be flips from ic with- 
out a full Anſwer. His Que» 


fion 3 = in theſe Words : Unde 


pro- 


” Y | "EY [—_ _ — _— pr PIG oe) 2s 


Natural Philoſophy. 


— 


19. 


prodearit que & terra naſcuntur in- 
juſſa gramina * Nunquid forte 4 
clo formantur?Sed Celum cum fit 
omnt Vita privatum, qui poterit 
Vitam &* ſenſum largiri ? Ar laſt, 
after giving many Anſwers; 
and then confuting them, he 
comes to this doubtful refolu- 
tion ; Influxus CeleStes bis infe- 
roribus fortaſſe ſe applicant. But 
- this comes not up to the Point, 
Who doubts that the Heavens 
ly Influences occaſion the 
Growth of Plants, and give 


the formal Eflence to thoſe. 


that grow of themſelves ? Bur 
why che ſame Univerſal In- 
fluence  produceth different 
Plants, which is the great 
Queſtion, in that he is filenr. 
This Matter having not yet 


been ſpoke to, ar leaſt as T 


C 2 have 


Mates Tom --—v 05 ah. 
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| have met with, and in regard 
the ſearching Nature to her 


Original and firſt Caule, is | 


more excellent, than to-lolye 
Phenomena's by their Effects, | 
thall ſay ſomething to it 1n its 
| Place. 
Of their Fi- But to return from: whence 
T I have digreſs'd; taking things 
now as we find them, can it 
be a wonder thart all Plants of 
the ſame ſort, have much the 
ſame Figure and Colour ? Tis 
not certainly from their man- 
ner of. preſling through rhe 
Earth, that they obtain the 
{ame likeneſs ; for hew ſhould 
x happen, that the Species of 
every Herb thould have ſuch 
a particular manner of prel- 
{ing through the Earth, as to 
make it always retain the 
fame ſhape 2 But 


— TOO Wy & — y—_—_WY 
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' But 1 rather conceive that 

the ſaline Particles that joyn 

| with the Vapour, being 16 

| 2nd ſo modified, ( for they. 

muſt have ſome Figure, ) do 
determine the general Moi- 

| flure, as well to a conſtant 
uniform Figure and Colour, 

as tOa particular internal Na- —_ 
tre and Quality. Not un- _ _ 
like the very minute Seeds Qualities 


that we ſee, whoſe Taſte does EP:curns 
imputes to 


more truly demonſtrate the the yarious 

Nature of its Plant it pro- tranſpoſiti- 

| duces, than the Microſcope ig _ 
can find out irs Figure, and 

yer its Figure 1s owing to the 

Modification of the Seed. 

| Thus Minerals and Vege- 

tables ſeem to be made, not 

by Creation, as at firſt, out 


of nothing, bur by the Uni- 
C 3 on 


' 


be z of Tranſmigration ; Or, 


on of Matter and Form, ble | 
ſed from the beginning by Þ 
the Word of God, Creſcite & || 
multiplicamint. ” Is for the | 
frſt ſort of Natural Produdti- 


ons. 


Ofthe ſow- As for the latter (7. e.) the 
in 4 ho_ "owing of Seeds, and plant- 
g of Trees, ( which'came 

in A the TA 3) their Pro» 

duction may juſtly be called 
Artificial;but neither are they 
produced without the aſliſt- 

ance of the Univerſal Spirit; 

for being ſown in the Earth, 

the moilt Vapour ( wherein 

the Univerſal Spirit reſts,) dil 

ſolves rhe Body of the Seed. 

whoſe viral Principle being 

ler loole, becames activeand 
vigorous, and meeting with 

the 


"SS _ - "IM 7 S- - 
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the Vapour of the Earth, (like 


| dear Friends) embrace and 
{ unite; and being of an homo- 


geneous Nature, grow up to- 
gether, the General Moiſture 


| being firſt derermind by che 


Particular. 


The Growth of Plants is Of Plants. 


the ſame, the porous Roots 
ſucking in the moiſt Vapour, 
which is aſlimilated into the 
Nature of the Tree, by its 


| ſpecificated Virtue. 


As for the Generation < Of the Ge- 
neration of 
Animals, 


Animals, they are nor unlike 
the Produfiion of Vegetables, * 
rais'd by particular Seed. The 
deſcribing of which, may 
offend a chaſte Ear, or excite 
2 laſcivious Mind ; therefore 
L OMiIt 1t, 


C 4 Bur 


«a. 


— 
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But this Opinion, it's plain, 
the Learned Ancients were of, | 
when they declard, Tha 
Man was not propagated by | 
Coition only ; but that the 
Univerſal Spirir, which flows 
principally from the Sun, has 
a hand init. And therefore 

, they affirmed, Thar Sol & 
Homo generant Hominem; which 
I ſhall explain more particu- 
larly hereafter. 

For as Man 1s not ſupport- 
ed by Bread and Meat only in 
his ſenſitive Capacity ; but by 
a ſecret Food of Life, that is 
in the Air: fo neither is he 
generated by the Union of 
Two Sperms only, without 
the aſſiſtance of that ſecret 
Spirit, that enters the cloſeſt 
Caverns ; whence tis ſaid,Non 
datur Vacumm. Ic 


Y & M__ et w *3 2 Bye | 
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It being now ſaid how the 
Spiric enters,, and vivifies 
Matter, it remains, that we 
give an account "vo it leaves 
ic again, and what then be- 
comes of it. 


T here are various ways af How the 
diſſolving Nature in all the 
Parts of her Dominion. . A= arjimats, 


nimals are deſtroy d eicher by 
the Conſumption (through 
the length of Time) of i 
Radical Moiſture, ( the - Oil 
that maintains the Flame,) or 
by accident,or violence;when 
the Senſitive Spirit ( for we 
ſpeak nor 'of the Rational ) 
leaves its Habitation, and re- 
turns into the common Re- 
ceptacle of Senſitive and Ves 
gerative Spirits, the ir, from 


whence It came. 
Minerals 


Formleaves 
Martter in 


<— _ "I" 


"rey as, ag _— 
— 
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How in Mi- Minerals and Vegetables 

yr rl are deſtroyed by Fire and 

evaporate likewiſe into the 

Air,(I mean the volatil.) Here 

it was we found them at firſt, 

and here, in a little circulaci- 

on of Time, we may per- 

dow: then ceive them again. Now 

comes of , . . 

the Form, being let looſe from that Pri- 

_ Pal- fon, where the Spirits or 
es Into the 

Air, where Forms were detained and ſpes 

i receives cificated , a lictle Time res 

NE: ores them to their native 

Simplicicy and Univerlality ; 

and flowing in an Ocean , 

where the Celeſtial Influences 

are continually deſcending, 

and Vapours aſcending ( like 

che Angels on Jaceb's Eli) 

they receive new impreſles of 

Virtue, to fit chem for farcher 


Service. 


Thus 
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Thus Narure is never _ 
and thus with Plato, all ching 
are in a kl al 
and FluCtuation : Nothing,ace Atundu 
cording to Pythagoras, is {ime 7pm, 


eſt, moritur 
ply new ; nor any thing, ac* ſemper & 
cording to TriſmegiStus, dies ; naſcitur; id 


| bur all things paſs , and are _— 
changed into ſomething Ele. tie, quodd;- 


«For all mix d Bodies are _ 6 


* made of the Elements,into anques re- 
« which, after a lictle time, <e4#- 
©they are reſolved again, 

Thus Porphyry tells us, ** char 
— every Irrational Power is 
* reſolved into the Life of 

« the Whole. 


And thus theſe Spirits be- That 
; | thence 
ing ready and fit 10. lmpteg- flows : dowy 
__ again, | 
animates a new Body, which js the true Notion of 
Tranſmigration, 


nate 
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nate new Matter, , and She as 
apt to delire it, according to 
the Axiom of Materia appes 
tit Formam, ut Femina Virum ; 

the fame Spirit which anima- 
red one Body, may, on its 
Difſolution, animate another ; 
which I take to be the mean- 
ing of Pythagoras his Tranſ- 
migration of Souls, or Spis 
ritss Hence Lucretius, 


Huic accedit uti quicque in ſua 
Corpora rurſum 

Diſſolvit Natura ; neque ad nis 
bilum interimit Res. 


** Nature the Form from Bo- 
*d ies oft unties, 

*" New Bodies to inform, 
* whence nothing dies. 


If 
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If this be not ſo, I would If Bodies 
fain know, what becomes of nit. 
the Form chat animares Mines much leſs 
rals, Vegetables, and Ani» *7* Forms. 
mals, not to Ipeak of their 
Bodies, which are only chans 
ged, not annihilated. Can 
that Spiric that gives Life and 
Motion, that parcakes of the 
Nature of Light, be reduced 
ro nothing ? Can that Senſi- 
tive Spirit in Brutes, that ex- 
erciſes Memory, one of the 
Rational Faculties, die, and 
become nothing 2? 

It you ſay, they breath 
their Spirits into the Air, and 
there vaniſh, that is all I con- 
tend for. The Air indeed is 
the proper place to receive 
them, being according to Las 
ertius, full of Souls ; and ac 

cording 
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cording to Epicurus, full of A- 
roms, or intelligible Bodies 
unapparent, the Principle of 
all Things. For even his 
Place wherein we walk, and | 
Birds flie, rhough it is propers 
ly rather Water rarefied, than 
Air, (as I have proved by a 
Magnet attracting it, ) yet1t 
is thus much of a ſpiritual 
Nature, that it is inviſible ; 
therefore well may be the Res 
ceiver of Forms, ſince the 
Forms of all Bodies are fo: 
we can only hear and fee its 
Effects ; the Air ir ſelf is too 
fine, and above the Capacity 
of the Eye. What then is the 
#Ether, that is in the Region 
above? And what are the 
Influences or Forms that de? 
ſcend/from thence ? | 


The 


—_— 
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The P 'xthagoreans held, that 
the Souls of Creatures. are a 
portion of ther; and all 
Philoſophers agree, that Az- 
ther is incorruptible; and what 


| is ſo, is ſo far from being an- 


nihilated, when ir gets rid of 
the Body, that-it Jays a good 
claim to Immortality. 


Treaſures fallen into the 
Sea , are loſt only to them 
that cannot find them, . wit- 
neſs our late Expedition. 'The 
Spirit is not loſt, but moving 
in the Air, in its natural 
Sphere, where it obtains new 
Strength and Vigor. Ir paſles 
into the Air; as the Rivers 
flow into the Sea. 


Onnia 
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 Onnia mutantur , nihil. interit ; 


errat C ilimc, 


Houc ventt ; hmnc, illuc, & quoſli- 


bet- occupat  Artus 
Spiritus, &c. Ovid. Metam. 
i; Lib. xv. 
*'The Spirit' never dies, but 
** here and there, 
* Though all things change, 
*1t wanders through the 
*Atr. 
Ozjedtion. . Burt:do not Animals cons 
That Ani- 
mals con- 
vey a Senſi- as Body, in Generation ? How 
-19=s nn chen deſcends a Form ? © 
tion. [ agree, they give. a Porti- 
wh oy on of Specifick Spirit; yet this 
they do hinders not, but thar as the 


+ © Ap Body is ſ{upported/by Feod;; 
Specific& 12 Which there is a portion of 
>a] yet Spirit, and as the Animal Spi- 
Glco-ope- ' rits, that are continually flow- 


rates. ing 


vey a Senſitive Spirit as well 


"og 
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ing forth, are ſupplied by 
the Influx of new, and afſi- 
ted by the Univerſal ! foin 
the Buſineſs of Generation, as 
well as afrerwards, tne Speci- 
fick Spirit is enlarged - and 
multiplied by the Influx of 
the General, or Univerſal]. 
Now this in: more or leſs ac- The mans 
cording to the activity of the ver how the 
Specifick Spirit ; which be- mufwarwmal 
ing of the nature of Light, with the 


"EM. © Te Specifick,in 
doth attract its like with more the Generw: 


or Jeſs vigor ; not much un tion of Ani« 
like an enkindled , though 5: 

not flaming Lamp , whoſe 

Smoak .or Effluviums, reach- 

ing a neighbouring Light, at- 

traQts it, and becomes enlight- 

ned by ir at a diſtance; and 

by how much: the Efluviums. 


are more powerful, they at- 
ran 
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rract a greater Proportion of 
Light: For Light naturally 
joyns and unites with, Light, 
as Fire with Fire ; and; 'the 
Souls of Animals { the Ratio» 
nal excepred, ) are a Ray of 
Heavenly Light. 
Hence it comes to ls 
that, in Mien, Horſes, and 
other Animals, you {hall have 
a vaſt difference ; the Race 
of ſome , appearing always 
full of Lite, hog, | it were, 
all Spirit , whilſt that of o- 
thers, are always heavy and 
dull, 'andas ir were, halt any 
mated.. And -thus it is in &- 
vera] Plants, - which every 
Gardener knows by expert 
ence; for you {hall have, -in 
the fame kind, {ome produce 
os increaſe, and others ve- 
ry 
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ry litle ; in the ſame Soil. 

Now I fee no: Reaſon, why 

the-Univerlal Spirit may not 

joyn with the :Specifick -in 

Generation, as-wetl as afrers 

wards. And why-nor iti char 

of -Animals, as:well as in the 

- Produdtion of * Vegetables 3 

Fot chough ir is in. To molt That thie 

Vapour Jlatent- in the Earth, ewg= 
pirit is 

2s I hinted before, and imbt» nore plen- 

bed more or leſs plencifully, ___ in 

according ro the aftvity. of hen _ 

the Form ; fo is it More ut> where. 

cenſely in he Air, in its pt 

per: Sphere ; for the Halen 

lat. Spirit ladging principally 

there, petmeares through all 

the Parts of 'the Univeric,and 

is that Natcuite what .is altvays 

ready, and at hand, rot vivitie 


D ; > That: ',_ * 
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That the | Thar the Univerſal. Spiri Irit 
AnimalSPt- Joes multiply the animal one, 


ritincreaſes 
in Animals, after the Birth, ts obvious: to 


the Undcifianding of all Men; 
for that portion = animal Spi- 
rit that animates an Infant, 
would ſcarce give motion to 
a Manly Bulk: But Ichink 
we may with as much reaſon 
deny the Growth and Increake 
of the Body, as that of the 
Spirit. All Mer that know 
the Benefit of good air, and 
the Miſchief of bad, muſt 
acknowledge it. How do 
the: weak tad languiſhing in 
a.good air recover Strength, 
and obtain new. Spirit and 
Vigour > And how languid 
ain ſickly do Men become in 
a bad? 


; 
6 . wa A A 
ke 
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And this may well be ; for 
the Animal Spirits are of an 
Aereal Principle ; which aps 
ears from hence; whilſt 
they inhabic the Body, tbro' 
the intimate Unioa with the 
Air, the Body is preſerved 
{weer ; the Air continually 
flowing 1n, adding new ſtores 
of Life, and giving Motion, 
425 it were, to the whole Ma- 
chine : But when the animal 
Spirit is departed, then for 
want of that- Communion, 
the Body putrehes and ſtinks, 
Hence Anaximenes makes Spier 
rit and Air Synonmas. © —_ 
The Reaſon of bad Air Is chjef of 
occaſioned by the groſsneſs of —_—_— 
the Warery Humors, or Sul- C—_—_ = 
phurous Vapors thar annoy the Air 


the Celeſtial Influences, by (Marcy 


| D 3 adhe- Plague. 


FTR—_ 
. S%.'£ 
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adheſion to them. When the 
Arſenical Vapors are multi- 
plied, ic begets a Plague; and 
its more or leſs mortal,as they 
increaſe or decreaſe. Diſmal 
was the Place that Piet 
ſpeaks of ; 


Quam ſuper baud ul{z poterant im- 
"pune volantes | 
Tendere iter pennts ; talis ſefe 

Halitus atris 
Faucibus effundeus, ſupera ad con- 
vexa ferebat. 
Unde locum Graii dixerunt nq* 
mine Avernum. 


*Oer which no Fowl can 
* itretch her labouring wings 
* Such are the Fumes ariſing 


* from thoſe Springs, 


© They 
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* They mortal are, and fill 
(the Armos-Hall ; 


fWhence do the Greeks that | 


*Place Avernns call. 


Theſe Sulphureus Exhala- 
ions deſtroy Plants and Fruit, 
as well as Animals ; Plants 
being blighted, and Apples 
beiag ſpotted, even with blue 
ſpots to the Core, in the late 
Sickneſs-Year , where the 


Plague raged. The knows a weans to 
We e of which, by the in- foreſee a 
ſpe Bon of the Enccaile of A- ©1288e- 


—_ may be had and fore- 
ſeen, and by removal pres 
vented, For when the 1m- 
purity of the air cannot he dil- 
cerned by the Senſe of Smel- 
ling, and when the Malignie 
ty makes no impreſſion on 


D 4 the 


ry 
« A—— 
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The Fore- 
ſight of a 
Dearth. 


the outward Skin, at leaſt in in 
irs firſt approaches ; yer the 
vital parts of Animals, which 
hold the cloſeſt and moſt inti 
mate Communion with the 
Air, will preſently diſcover, 
if there be an Infection in It, 
by the diſcolouring and putre- 
tying the Parts; for they are 
firſt rainted, then the Blood, 


chence the Gore. 


Hence, I conceive it was, 
char Demucritys, when he was 
reproached for his Poverty, 
told his Deſpilers, That he 
could be wh when he pleaſ* 
ed : For by this Obſervation, 
being a great Diflector of Bo - 
dies, he foreſaw a Dearth, 
and therefore bought up all 
Fhe Olives. The Dearth haps 


pening, . 


et. 


PF —_ 


D— 
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pening , the Price of Olives 
role ; whereby he might have 
ſold them to great advantage ; 
but the Seller repining at his 
Misfortune , Democritus , like 
himſelf, return'd che Olives 
atthe Price he bought them. 


Democritus therefore com- of augury, 


mended the Wiſdom of the 
Ancients, for inſticuting an 
inſpection into the Entrails of 
Sacrificed Beaſts; from the 
general Conſtitution and Co- 
lour whereof, may be per- 
ceived Signs of Health , or 
Peſtilence, and ſometimes 
what Dearth or Plenty will 
follow. Augury thus ſtinted 
by wiſe Obſervation, and ha- 
ving regard to due_Circums 
ſtances, may be uſeful ; but 


the 


42 Of Tranſmigration; or, 
__ _ the Practice of & amongſt the 
Romans, as in foretelling par- 
ticular Events co Men, and 
the like, was juſtly enough - 
derided by Cicero. 


TheLoſs , But all Arts-have ſuffered 
of Arts by the additions of fooliſh 
Impoltors ; whence the un- 
wary reje& the Truth , for 
the lake of Error intermixt. 
Hence Arts.and Sciences have 
their Death, as well as Birth. 
Hence the Tinging of Glaſs 
isloſt ; Yet I conceive, that 
they who have Leiſure , and 
Knowledge in the Mineral 
Province, may extract a Sule 
phur from Metals, that will 
tinge and penetrate harder 
Bodies, than that of Glaſs, 


But to return to the —_ 
os 


——_—_— 
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of Air, whence | digreſ(- 
ſed, Rs a. , 


The good Air, and the The Benefit 


Life and Spirit It brings, pro- of good Air. 


ceeds from the ſublimarion af 
a light Water, acuared with 
a volatil Nitre, which bei 

 rarefid and impregnared _ 
the Heavenly Influences, con- 
veys dawn Lite, new Ree 


cruits to.the Spirits of Animals, 
as well as to Plants and, Mine» 


rals. 


* This, if you can receive Homer ex- 


* it, is Homer s Juno, whom plained. 


fc Jupiter let down. into the 


* Air, with a weight at her 
* Feet, her Hands being tied 
* with a Gold Chain to. Jups- 

* ter's Chair, 
The Meaning whereof, is 
this, That the Spiritual Influ- 
ences 


——_—E 
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ences flowing from the Hea- 
venly Bodies, are too ſubtil 
for a Deſcent, without a Bos 
dy ; that the Air is the Body 
or Medium , that ' conveys 
chem down to the Earth. 
And though thele Forms flow 
chus continually from the #- 
ther, yet the Eternal God has 
the ordering and diſpoſing 
_ thereof,and that it is not done 
without his Providence and 
DireCtion, 


Thus, according to Socyas 
tes and Plato, there are Three 
Principles of Things; God, 
Idea, and Matter : God, the 
Efficient Cauſe; Idea and 
Matter, the Formal and Ma- 
terial. 


L have 


—K 


edt. 
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© 1 have now deſcribed Na- Superior, 


ture in General , the Com- 


govern in- 
ferior Na- - 


merce between Heaven and tures. 


Earth, and the mutual affi- 
ſtance they give each other. 
The Waters giving forth a 
ſubtil Vapour, to dilute the 
| ſcorching Influences, - and the 
Heavens endowing it with a 
Viral Principle , ſending it 
back into: its Native. Coun- 
try, enrich'd with the Priyi- 
ledge of Life. The income 
parable Encheiridion Phyſice res 


ftitute , ſpeaking of theſe 


Things, has thus ingeniouſly 
expreſs d them. Hec eft Na- 
ture Univerſe Scala, Jacobo 
Patriarche_ in Vifione revelata ; 
le ſunt Mercurii Penne, qua- 
rum ope, Ipſe (Deorum Nuncius, 
aitiquts myſtice ditius.) Superum, 


Infee 
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Inferorumque Lima frequriter | 

adire credebatur te, ** Fhis is 

© the Scale of Nature in ge- 

© neral, prefented to the Pa- 

cc afiarch "Jenk *In 2 Viſion. 

* Theſe are the: Witgs of 

«© Mercary, { myſtically filed 

© by.the Ancients, the Mel- 

Fl ſenger of che-:Gods, ). by 

« whoſe help, he was: belizy- 

. >< > ATA co viſie che 
*.Courrs of Heaven and 

The Seven . Thus do Superior govern 
nn” and oaiery xe Nia- 
and why, in quresy-.the former: of which, 
=: al chat is, che ſoverc#laners; for 
ſence, their Excellency. and+Heneh 
cetice: to this lower World, 

rhe aricieat. Phitofophers cal 

led: os, which -we ' render 


Had; ; from id owr, gheir per- 
petual 
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petual Mation. So the :Eters 
nal; by his Providence vonch- 
ſahng to be always at work, 
they- choughe- es a. futing 
Name for the Alighty.. Not 
that God has properly any 
Name ; ( though Aicherus 
_ gives us Seventy two, all in 
diflexent Languages , } yer 
we may imvoke the Divine 
Majeſty, by any of his At- 
tributes. | Fs 
So that the Philoſophers Theancient 
themſelves, (I mean thoſe CD 4 
who were worthy of-:that not adore 
Title, ) neither believed nor m_— cal- 
adored a Multitude of Gods, © 
nor intended them for Wor- 

ſhip ; bur propter excelientiam, 

called borh "Things and Per- 

ſons ſo. Thus Homer calls 

Slzep a God, when it hinders 


Tupiter 


—_— 


— 


PIE Y 


. 
— —_ 
8 
% 
4 
*. Wy .: 


FS. 
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Jupiter from aff ſting the Tia 


jans; and Heſwd, in his Theos 
gonia , has infinice Deities: 
Whatever is productive” of 
ſomething elſe with him, is 


a God; thus Contention is' a 
fruicful Deiry;: becaulc'it pros 


duces: Tronble, Grief, Quars 


rels, Fightings , &c. So the 
Namie ow, 'might be given 
by.the Greeks to ſome of their 
Heros and great Perſons, as 
to - Antiochus, who was (called 
e:#;, Without adoring them 5 
as the Title Majeſty iS now 
given to.Kings ; which being 
great in the abſtra&, is not an; 
Attribute too low, even for 
the Almighty; and yet we do 
not 'adore them , when we 


call them ſo. 


Thus 
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" Thus God himſelf is pleal- 


ed in Holy Writ to call Great 
Men Gods ; and thus the Ap- 
pellative, Godd , (whence the 
Name God 1s derived, ) 1s ap* 
plied by us to all excellent 
Things , as well as Perſons. 


in Argument from Motion, 


For Ariſtotle could: prove, by Ariforle 
=— | 
m Moti- 


— 


the Being of one Infinite God, on , that 
by {hewing that there muſt there can. 


be a firſt Mover, who is the 
Cauſe and Origin of all Mo- 
tion, who is Immoveable , 

One, Eternal, and Indiviſi- 
ble : Which ſeveral Atrri- 
butes he has proved by irre- 


fragable Atguments. But 


this Subject merits a particus 
lat Diſcourſe. 


E I ſhall 


be but one 
God. 


4 
—————_ 
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How the 
Philoſo- 
Phers came 
to call ma- 
ny Things 
Gods. 


I ſhall only therefore add 
here, That Philoſophy com- 
ing originally from the Poets, 
they treated of Things in a 
Clime and lofty Stile ; with 
whom every Hill was Ohm 
pus, and this Olympus, Heaven, 
every Valley, Erebus ; and every 


Prince, a God. And when they 


creared of Nature, they re- 
preſented her as the moſt 
Beauriful. Diana, no leſs than 
a Goddeſs, whom to behold 
with unclean eyes, was Death; 
and to unveil whom inde- 


cently, to ſuffer the Puniſh- 


ment of Tantalus. The ad- 
mirable Things ſpoke of her, 
(which the ;People always 


miſtake,) made Aſia fond to 


adore Lang 


The 
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The Philoſophers theres 
fore, when they ſpoke of the 
Firſt Principles of Nature, or 
of her excellent Operations, 
could call them no leſs than 
Gods, after the Laws of Poe- 
| file. And this, I obſerve, 


| jas an univerſal Cuſtom in 


all Countries, the Names one 
ly differing, according to the 
Language of the Country ; 
but the Thing was ſtill the 
lame. Hence are the Deities 
of Homer's Oceanus and Tethys, 
Orpheus his Ouranos and Veſta, 
the Romans Celus and Terra, 
the Father and Mother of the 
Gods, (i. e.) the Formal and 
Material Principle of all 
Things. And for the Operas 
tions of Nature, they tell us 

E 3 *. 
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Majeſty, was by a Metonymy, 


of Rhea, whence Neptume, 
Pluto, ackd even | Jove himſelf 
was deſcended. For the univers 
ſal Spiric falling: on the Water, 
they cal'dNeptune,(4 nands ſays 
(icero, Jpenetrating the Earth, 

where Treaſures are found, 

Pluto, from niro, Riches; ; 
and whilſt floating in the ſoft 
Air, Faro, a Juvando ; for all 
things live by Air; and be- 
cauſe it included a Fiery Spi- 
rit, which digefting apt Mat: 
ter, py Metal, the Me- 
tallick- Nature : and by Jove, 
(if you take-irndc [25 an Hy- 
perbole, which here is not Ju- 
piter ter Opt. Max. niot a Perſon, 
but Place, ) 'is meant the Em- 
fyreum; for that being near 
to-the Throne of the Divine 


not 


notunfily called by his name, 
who fits there. "To imagine- 
theſe, Perſons;according to'the 
Letter of the Poets, is be- 
neath the Thought of a Man 
of Sence; to confurte it, were 
to write to the Crowd : tis. 
not worth lifting up. ones Pen, 
again{t ir. 
Theſe are all faid to, flow 
from Rhea,meaning che Chaos 
of Hefiod, and that dark A- 
byſs, the holy Geneſts calls 
void and without form ; becauſe 
of this Matter all things -WETre (a) I fay 
made, which were afterwards c—_—_— 
divided and diſtinguiſhed by Soirit w- 
an informing, (a) created Spi- Light was 
ric of Light, raiſing the moſt _—— 
ſubcil part into the higheſt tracted 1n- 
Region, whither corruptible to the Body 


| of the Sun. 
Matter cannot aſcend. | 
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'This Region the Philoſo- 

phers call'd Empyraum, Jove, 

or'the Super-celeſtial. Heaven. 

And :as- a further Deſcription 

—_ of Nature's operations, they 

| feription of fell us the Story of Thetys her 
Nature in going to: Yalcan's Houle of 
De * ſhining Braſs, his falling in- 

| frent. to her Lap, when he was 
thrown down from Heaven , 

her mounting theSky in a dark 

Dreſs, to viſit Jupiter , who 

receiv'd her kindly, and pla- 

ced her near himſelf. Hence 

is the Adad and Atargates of 

the Aſſyrians ; the firſt repre- 

ſenting the Sun, with his 

Beams bending downwards, 

the latter the Earth, ready to 

receive them. / 


Then 
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Then again for their Prin- 
ciples, this is the Mind and 
Water of Anaxagoras and Tha- 
les ; the Soul of the World, that 
animated all the Parts theres 
of, mentioned by Zoroa#ter , 
Pythagoras , Heraclitus , Plato, 
| and Zeno. The Veſta and 
Jove (related by Herodotus, ) 
of the Scythians ; the Ur, 1. e. 
Light or Fire of the Chaldeans, 
and Water of the Perſuans , 
(which the common People, 
through Miſtake, worſhippd) 
the Fire and Water of Hippo- 
crates, which could do all 
things, the Aetes of. Heſwd , 
that married the Daughter of 
Oceanus; that Fire, which 
ſome made ſynonymous with 
Sol; the Air, which they cal- 
led Fenus , the Virgin, ( be- 

E 4 cauſe 


— 
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E cauſe not ſpecificated ;) and 
in a word, that Myſtery, 
which the Ancients, with great 
Induſtry and Arr endeavour d 
ro —_ from the Vulgar, 
calling it by divers Names, 
ſhadowing it in Hieroglyphicks, 
Anigma's, and dark Fables, to 
the end it might not become 
common ; bur yer. fo , that 
the Induſtrious might by lar 
bour and ſearch attain ting 
knowledge of it. 


For as Eſ/dras had his Books 
of Wiſdem , which the Wiſe 
only were to look into; lo 
had the Magi their Occult Phi- 
loſophy, which they delivered 
down to their Sons of Learn- 
ing, either Cabaliſtically, or in 


aStile che Common People 
did 
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did not underſtand, Thus 
Pythagoras and Ariſtotle had 
their ſecret Philoſophy, which 
they taught only to ſome par- 


ticular Perſons, whole Wit 


and Morals they were well 
afſurd of. And though 4- 
 riſtatle publiſhed his ona 
yetit was in ſuch a tile, thac 
he tells Alexander , that none 
but thoſe who heard them 
diſcourſe thereof , could un- 
derſtand them ; that is; they 
were expreſsd in a manner 
difficult tro be underſtood, to 
keep off the Multitude; yer 
they getting fight of the F1- 
bles of the Ancients, by the 
unlawful Publiſhing of them, 


by ſuch as Hippaſus, Hippar- 


cus, and Empedocles, they be- 
came an Offence to them, 


(S ik 


5$ Of Tranſmigration; or, 1 l 
( Scandalum acceptum , non das 
tum, ) and thereby fell into 
Idolatry. 


— 


Go The Original | of one ( 2) 


for various Species, | whereof, might be, 
werethe as R. Maimonides ſaith , from 
_ " the Worſhip of the Stars ; but 
and there ſurely not for the Reaſon he 


YN Ockekns gives, (i. e.) from looking up 
from ro Heaven, and beholding 
—_— an, Cheir Splendor, adore them, 
the Wor-" as the Miniſters of God. By 


=P = the Stars, he could not mean the 
Me the Fixt ; (they might as well 
Original of 

all Idolatry ; for moſt Nations adored ſeveral De- 
ities. The Scythians adored the Wind, as God, 
being (as they ſay) the Cauſe of Life. The Chalde- 


ans adored Fire; the Perſians, Water ; the Ro- 


mans, Earth, under the Name of Veſta ; the Egyp- 
Hans, divers Animals and Inſes; and all Nations 
had their Deified Heroes. 


have 


oo fu 8|_ ge NR8 m=_©—= . &...  AXw= = A£+m UM. 
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have worſhipped a Flock of 


Sheep ; ) nor 1s their Splendor: 


conſiderable : If Planets; how 
comes Saturn, that is a dark & 
obſcure Planet, ſcarce viſible, 
that moves flowly, to have: 
ſuch glorious Things ſaid of 


him ( above the reſt of the 


Planets, even of Sol himſelf, ) 
whole Life was the Golden 
Ape 2 T his could nor be from 
the outward Appearance , 
which takes with the People. 
This therefore could be no 
Argument with them for A- 
doration ; but this was ſpoke 
of ſomewhat elſe, under the 
Homonymium of Saturn, which 
5 highly valuable,underſtood 
by the Magi, ( and therefore 
not adored, ) though not by 
the People, for whom theſe 
ys thin-3 


D——— 
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things were never intended, 
nor yet for the. Stoicks, wha 
trifled in this Matter. 


Of the My- The Truth is, the Meta- 
g__ phors and Allegories , and the 
ents exceeding abſtruſe way the 
Ancients took: of veiling their 
Knowledge in Natural Philo 

ſopby, ſhews, they were calcu- 

lated only for the moſt ele- 

vated Minds, whole happy 
Condition gave them leiſure 

and opportunity to advance 

their Contemplation into the 
fatisfation of experimental 
Certainty. Whence theſe Men 

knew what the meaning was 

of Jupiter's expelling Saturn, 

the Union of Mars and Yenw, 

Saturn's devouring his Chil- 

dren, or xevG6- his Son Sadidus, 

Atalanta 
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Atalanta fugiens, &c. That 
theſe were not ſpoke of Per- 
ſons, bur Things, and are in 
no ſort immoral ; though 
ſome Pedants have given a 
barbarous Account of them 
who , having: daub'd their 
Writings with Greek and He- 
brew, would make. one naus 
ſeare the Tongues, for the 


Stuff they deliver. 


Jamblichus tells us of the 
Symbols of Pythagoras , that 
without a right Interpretatt- 
on, they appear like fooliſh, 
trivial Fables ; but rightly 
explained, diſcover an admi- 
rable Sence, no leſs than the 
Divine Oracle of Pythian Apol- 
lv, But theſe were the Arca- 
la Saptentum Nam que Sa- 

cerdotes 


ett, 
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cerdotes condita in Arcanis | has 
bent, nolunt, ut Veritas ignota fit, 
ad multos manare_ ; Pana iis ad: 
jefba, qui ea im Valgus proderent, 
faich Diodorus. That is, © The 
© Priefts were unwilling, that 
*thoſe Things which they 
© had concealed,ſhould come 
* abroad ; ſome Truths were 
*to be kept ſecrer, and: Pe- 
*nalties inflifted on thoſe, 
© who would profticute them 
* tothe Vulgar. 


That all .: Now that the Philoſophers 


the ancient | : 
Philoſo. Of all Nations, rhat were ac- 
phers that quainted with the Myſteries 


created my- cg | 
ſeriouly Of Nature , meant the ſame 


of Nature, "Thing under different Masks, 
five Thive will appear more evident, by 
under di- | explaining an Egyptian Sym- 
vers Znig- hol, according to the Chaldear 


ma's, Aſtros 


"MN 


Le 
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Aſtrology, and Grecian My- 
thology. Though ic muſt 
not be expeted from me, 
whilſt I am building up the 
Honour of Pythagoras, that I 
ſhould violate his great Law 
of Secrefie ; that I ſhould mas» 
nifeſt in publick, what is fic 
only for the communication 
of an intimate Friend, Bur 
[ ſhall offer enough to main- 
tain my Aſflertion, 


The Egyptians, in their Sym- Au Egyptien 
Symbol ex- 


bals, were wont to paint Mer- 


cury yourhful, with Wings on according 
his Feet, and at his Head, at the 


Caduceus in his Hand, twiſted 


about with two Serpents , 
the Magical Number of Se- 


ven, &c, 
The 
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Chaldean 
Aſtrology. # 
Yr 


The Chaldeans, m their 4- 
ology, acquaint us, Thar 
Mercury 1s of the Nature of 
that Planet with which it is 
in conjunction ; that with the 
Malevolent , he is Malevo- 
lent ; with the Benevolent; 
he is Benevolent; and that 
he always follows the Sun. 


The CGrectans, in their My: 


Mythology theology, tell us, Mercury was 


the Meſſenger of the Gods, 
was wont to paſs from one 
to another, and that he was 
4 Thief, &c Now all 
theſe Three are bur ſeveral 
Modes of expreſſing the ſame 
Thing; and that according 
to the Genius and Diſpoſition 
of each Nation. 


The 


— 
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The Egyptians afteting Paints Egyprian. 
ing,- were for communicating 
their knowledge of Nature, 
by chat of Paint and Figure ; 
2s a Wiſe and diſcreet way of 
concealing from the Vulgar, 
what was not fit, or neceſla- 
ry for them to know ; bur 
what the Wiſe and Learned 
by labour and induſtry might 
|| attain , without which, they 
; | were unworthy of it. Which 
Practice ſome continue to this 
day, as I have lately ſeen in 
| Libro muto Philoſophie, Princed 
| | in France; and as may be ſeen 
in the Emblems of: Materus. 


Dm 


" | The Chaldeans, that were Chaldean, 
[| great Obſervers of the moti- 

on of the Stars, their Diurnal 

and Annual, their Retrogras 
F dation, 


— 


__ 


 — 


Of Tranſmigration ; or, 


Gretian, 


dation, and Progreſſion, and 


In ſhort, of the whole Oeco- 
nomy of the Heavenly Bo- 
dies, had herein 5 Jeong 


Matter to allegorize all their 
Knowledge of Natural Philo: 


ſopby, in the myſterious way 


of the Motion, Conjunction, 
Oppoſition, &c. of the Pla- 
fniets ; as ſome Men now uſe 
to, do their fecret Deſigns, 


under the Cant of Trade. 


The Grectans, when this 
Learning was brought them 
by Pythagoras, and ſome few 


ethers that travelled into E- | 
&Iþt amongft the Prieſts ; be- 


ing a witty People, abound- 
ins with a Luxuriant Fancy, 
did not like the dull and {1- 
kenc way of Symbols, which 

they 
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they called FHheroglyphicks ; 
wherefore they were for 
communicating their Know- 
ledge of thele things in a Po- 
etick, Romantick manner , 
dipuiſing the fame with 
ſtrange Stories, and fabulous 
Relations of Gods and God- 
defles, Men and Women , 
Heaven and Hell; wherein 
they ſcarce gave any reſtraint 
to their Wir, or confinement 
to the Rules,even of Vertue 
or Decency ; ſuch is the En- 
thuſtaſm oft Poetick Rage. 
Sometimes they mixed Ho- 


" I rals with their Mythology; at 


others, neicher ſparing Hea- 
ven or Hell, Vertue or Vice, 
to repreſent their Knowledge 
and Experiments in Natural 


Philoſophy. 
F 2 Thus 
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Thus when they would 
expreſs the intimate Union of 
two Natural Bodies, becauſe 
the enjoyment of Marriage 
confin'd the Fancy, and, as 
they thought, leſlen'd the de- 
fire, nothing would ſerve 
their turn , but to heighten 
the Union, to bring in the A- | 
dultery of Mars and Yenus; 
bur yer their being caught by 
the power of Yulcan, and co- 
yerd in an Tron Net, was ſuf- 
ficient to inform the Philoſo- 
pher, that there was no more 
intended by this, than to ſhew 
how cloſe a Union theſe two 
Bodies would make by the 
power of Fire. "The Net 
whereof was not caſually 
mentioned , ſince there are 
{ome living, who have ſeen 


the 
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the Operation reticulatim. T ho' 


after all, ro do right co the 
Ancients; Ovid, and other 
Poets, that have colle&ted the 
Grecian Mythology, out of their 
Philoſophers and Poets, have 
( Poetica Licentia ) added In- 
yentions of their own, which 


are as apparently to be diſtin- 


ouiſhed, as the bold ſtrokes 
of an Apelles, from the ſha- 
king ones of a Tyro. 


Having ſaid this, I ſhall 
firſt ſhew what this Mercury 
is: Secondly, His Qualitiess 
Thirdly , How thele Three 
Nations agree in their Deſcri- 
ptions of ' him , all of them 
meaning the ſame Thing un- 


der diflerent Veils. 


4 But 
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Arcury 


deſcribed, 


But before I deſcribe | him 
it is fit to premiſe this ; That 
the Ancients, who ftudied 


\ Natural Philoſophy, found a 


greater Excellency in the Mi- 
neral Province , than in all 
che Parts of Nature belides, 
and. therefore applied them- 
ſelves thereto, and in their 
Mythology, have diſcovered 


cheir Experiments therein. 


Mercury then is, what the 
Chymiſts call Argent vive, and 
the People], Quick-ſilver ; 
the Wonder of the World, 
dry, knd yet current ; uid, 
and yet not wetting the hand, 
an imperfect crude Nemil 
For his Qualities, he is the 
moſt volatil of the Seven,(and 
may well therefore be called 


the 


Natural Philoſophy. 


the Meſſenger of the reſt , 


who are all Gods,) ſuſceptible 


of any Form, yer will mix 
with nothing, but what is of 
his own Nature. - 


With the Egyptians, he was 


the ſecond Dynaſta, accord- 
ing ro Kircher,  Aureumq; Des 
um vocabant, (ex :eo enim Sol ori- 
tur :) and as a Planet he was 
ſo too, according to Poſſius 
upon R. Maimonides, in Ag yptios 
rum Hieroglyphicis, Stella Deus 
_ exprimebatur. A Meſſenger - 
the Gods, with the Gulles 
Planet , -wich the Chaldedns: 
both which call the Planers 
Gods ; and with the Magt, 
who underſtood him, one of 
the Seven Metals. 
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Explanatl- 
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Chaldean 
Explanati-! 
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The Fgyptians,to denote his 
crude Nature , paint him 
young ; his volaril, with wings 
on his Feet and Head ; his 
Caduceus that works wonders, 
with two Serpents ſeven times 
twiſted about ; the mighty 
Power he obtains, when acu- 
ated ſeven times ; that as the 
Egyptian Serpents were -wont 
to deſtroy,ſo he then becomes 
powerful in the: Diflolution 
and natural: Deſtruction of 
Metals. This is that Serpent 
that devoured the Compant 
ons of Cadmus ; and who they 
are, he that now knows not, 
let him be ignorant ſtill. 


The Chaldeans, to ſhew 
| his volatilNature, make him 


2 conſtant Attendant on the 
Sun ; 
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Sun; and to ſhew his Muta- 
bility, and ſuſception of dis | 


verſe Qualities, that he is of 
the Nature of that Planet, 
with-which he is in Conjun- 
ion ; Benevolent, with the 
Benevolent; Malevolent, with 
the Malevolent : (i. e.) joyn'd 
with a Metal abounding with 


an Arſenical Sulphur, he al- 


ſames the Nature of that Me- 
tal, with which he is in Con- 
junction, and ſo becomes Ar- 
ſenical ; which being a poi- 
ſonous Subſtance, may well 
enough be called Malevolent; 
but joyned with a Metal a- 
bounding with a pure Metal- 
line Sulphur, he changes and 
puts off his Arſenical Quali- 


ties before aflumed, and then 


becomes impregnated-with a 


crue 


— 
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The Grect- 
«a, Expla- 
nation, 


rue Meralline Sulphur, which 
for its excellency, may well 
be called Benevolent. 

The carrying this to its 
Height, would give a great- 
er Blow to that vain Art of 
Judicial Aſtrology , than either 
Cornehus Agrippa, or any Au- 
chor I have yet met with, 
hath given; and give a ratio- 
nal account, why ſome Plas 
nets are called Maſculine, 
{ome Feminine ; ſome Cho- 
lerick, ſome Phlegmatick; 
Saturn cold, Mars hot, Cc. 


The Grecians, to exprels 
his young and volatil Nature, 
make him a ſwift Meſlenger 
of the Gods ; call him Thiet, 
for ſtealing the Arrows of 
Apollo ; whereby they _ 
is 


or Rr 
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his {uſceptibiliry of Qualities ; 
chat joyned with Sol, acuated 
with the other Metals, he af- 
ſumes his & their Virtues and 
Qualities, 8 ſteals from them 
their Nature and Eſſence. For 
Mercury is the ſame to Metals, 
233 common Water is to Ani- 
mals and Plants; and as this 
imbibes the Nature of the A- 
nimal or Plant-decocted in ir, 
ſo does that,the Nature of the 


Metal digeſted with 1t. 


Hence may be eafily une 
derſtood what Pjthagoras 
meant, when he ſays, he're- 
ceived the Gift from Mercury, 
to know the Migration of the 
Soul, as it paſt from one Bo# 
dy to another. This is that 
Proteus that aſſumes all Forms; 
but enough of this. I am 


iii 


tug, 
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IT am not inſenſible, thar 
I have gone againſt the Cur- 
rent of the Learned Kircherus, 
the profound. Yoſſius, and the 
induſtrious Galtrucius, Bochar- 
tus, Natalis Comes, and the reſt 
of the College of Learning, 
whoſe Memories I reverence, 
whoſe Works I honour, whole 
Library-Keeper, I confeſs my 


| ſelf unworthy;yet no humane 


Authority ought to weigh 
more, than the Reaſons they 


give will naturally allow: 


So that I conceive all theſe 
Learned Men have followed 
one another, in the ſame 
Learned Tra& of ancient 
Error , a ſufficient Warrant 
for thoſe who are:fond of that 
old Notion, Quo antiquins, e0 


vzrius ; which Hypotheſis will 


not 
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not always hold good; for 
who knows not, that there 
| was Darkneſs in this World 
before Light 2 Thar the An- 
gels fell before Adam was crea- 
ted? That Adam was de- 
ceived even in Paradiſe, by 
the Great Impeſtor ; and ſince 
that, the next Man, Cain, was 
both a Murtherer and a Liar ? 
He that conſiders how ſoon 
Sinentred into the World,and 
chat eyer ſince Mankind hath 


been beſet with Sin , Error 


and Folly, ( of which he has 
been very fruitful even from 
the beginning ;) that the De- 
vil hath advanced his King- 
dom to a great height; that 
Error is more ancient than 
Adam, will not be eafily per- 
luaded to believe, that what 

iS 
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The Fables 
of the An- 


is -moſt ancient, is therefore 
moſt rrue, though gilded with 
a ſhew of Learning. Were 
rhere not erroneous Tenets in 
Chriſtianity coxvous with the 
Apoſtles 2 Who then can ſay, 
that the bare anriquity of an 
Opinion is a good Argument 
forir's Truth > For my part, 
I think it not fit to be the (ole 
Criterion of Matters of Fac; 
for we are to judge, not only 
how ancient rhe Hiſtorian is ; 
bur how agreeable che Thing 
delivered, is to true Rea- 
ſon. 


Now the Great Men | 
was ſpeaking of , have been 


for to. exceeding induſtrious to find 
I our to what Perſons the Fa- 
' bles of the Poets do relate; 

when 
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when in "Truth, they are nor 
Hiſtorical Relations of Per- 
ſons, but real and true Expe- 
riments in Natural Philoſo- 
phy, though veil'd in Fabu- 
lous Relations, to conceal 
them from the Vulgar : One 
Experiment whereof, will 
give more Light, than the 
Talk of all Mankind with- 
out it. The Explanation of 
which, may do great Right, 
I conceive, to the Ancients, 
deliver them from Calumany, 
and give ſome greater Light 
to the Learned World, than 
hitherto has been done, and 
yet ſo, as not to tranſgreſs 
the great Law of Pythagoras, 
or incur the Puniſhment of 
Theopompus or Theodeſtes. 


The 
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_ Objeftion. 


The Famous Lord Yerulan 
has made this one of the great 
Pillars in the building up his 
Inſtauratio magna, wherein that 
Great Man ſaw, that the 
Wiſdom of the Ancients was 
couched in theſe Myſteries: 
Of which Opinion I find like: 
wile Sir Kenelm Digby.Bur this 


was ft for the Learned Pen 


of the Honourable Mr. Boyle, 
the Ornament of our Nas 
tion. 


But to return to Pythagoras; 


Can the Belief of this Do- 


Arine, that teaches, that a 
Spirit ſer at Liberty, by the 
Diſſolution of its Body, may 
afterwards animate another 
Body, be an Argument for 
any man's paying a Detc- 

rence 


T( 
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rence tO chat Creature whom, 
ke fanſtes , the Spirit of his 
Father ee 2. 


He may with "as much Reſponſ. 


Reaſon honour that Field}; 

that produced | his Facher's 
Food, ( being aſſimilated in- 
to his Nature, ) or adore the 
Wind, (that ednrined Life 
to him, ) as this Animal. For 
the Senſitive Spirit, after its 
diſojution from the Body, is 
no more his Father's, than the 
Air he expired ,, was a part 
of himſelf ; it was nothing 
at firſt, bur thi Ligature of 
he Rational Soul and Body: 

which, when they are diffolys 
'&d, as to them, there is an 


end of the Tie. 
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Reſponſ. 


Of the I- 


dentity of 
Form in all 


Bodies. 


- Saviour” + ar; my 


Ne one lure will think Is 
Opinion does invade the Do- 
&rine of the Reſurrection 
fince there caa be no need of 
a4 AHedium, where there are 


no Dutta. The cloathing 


of the Bleſſed Spirits aker thy 
Life, will doubtleſs be:wich 

a Robe of Light, becauſe they 
ate always to appear before 
the Father of Lights. Our 


give usa glimpleot this; but 
where Fleſh and Blood can- 
Not entes,what need-canthere 


be of a Senlitive Spirit ? - 


But I think this Matter 


may be carried higher than 
che Opinion Jaid loom of Ty 


thagoras ; for this very Pant 
cle " Lig he and Hear, when 


it 1s I, from ics Body of 
what 


$ 


P— 
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whatever ſort, may penetrate = 
Matter that may concrete 1nto 
Stone or Meral , produce 2 
Vegetable , or infiopare into 
an Animal- Matrix , and co- 
operate in the Generation of 
the Fetus ; for it is homoge- 
neous uh the Vital Heat in 
all but their Specification. "Tis 
true , Eireneus the Great , has 
ſaid, There is nothing thar 
has a Seminal Virtue applica- 
ble ro two things. Bu this is 
ſpoken of a Seminal Virtue la- 
tent in ſome Body, not at Li- 


berry and free, bur ſpecificas 


ted and determin fl, 

That this. Spirit 1s univer- 
al, I need not go back tothe 
bf Aby£ and Form, to ſhey 
the Identity of Matter and 
Form in General, (which was 

G 2  afcer- 


$4 Of Tranſmigration; or, 
afterwards - divided and di- 
_ Ringuiſh'd according to the 
Proportion ' of Matter and 
Form; to prove the Identi- 
ty of Spirit in-all theſe Three, 
"Tis 'enough here to thew, 
that Minerals and Plants, (nor 
ro mention Animals,) being 
Phyſick and Food for Man, 
are, 'by application to him, 
affimilated into his Nature, 
and that only by the Power 
of his own: Specifick Spirit; 
which ſhews them to be of 
his own Matter and Form, or 
(a) Aliment jr could not attract and con? 
ox Tſ vert into its own Nature what 
be the ſame 1s repugnant to it (a). But 
Potentially, that there is an Homogeneity 
which tlie . Os be an mM 
Thing avg. Of Spirit in all the Three Proy 
mented, or yinces of Nature, will appear 
eds from herice (if it be __ 
| _ Wm that 
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that from the Droſs of Metals 
reducd to Aſhes, are genera- 
ted Beetles; Form Plants; Ca 
terpiſlers 3 from Fruit . Mag gots; 
and from putrefied Animals, 
Bees and Flies ; ſo that an A- 
nimal Life ' "Ry from them 
all. And our of any Species 
of every one of the Three 
Kinds, may be drawn a Light 
burning, and fiery Spirit ; 
which could not be, were 
they not homogeneous. 


The great difference which 
there ſeems to be berween the 
ſeveral parts of the Creation, 
makes the People. indeed ber 
lieve them of contrary Na- 
' tures. Thus the Vulgar 
can hardly :think that oath 


tain-Water will e yer become. 
(2 Wood, 


—_ 


EE 


| oft Fan ſmigrativn 3 or, 


Wood, Leaves, Fruit, Bones, 
Ginews, Blood, and all the 
Parts of an Animal Body : 
But a Naturaliſt can eaſily 
diſcern, that the Warer or 
moiſt Vap our, that diffol vey 
the Seed, is by the Specifick 
Spirit of the Seed converted 
into' its own Nature, and 
{ſhoots up into Branches, bear- 
ing Leaves and Fruit, whoſe 
profſer part encreaſeth the Bo- 
dy of the Tree. 'And lo the 
Water drank by Animals, 
becomes converted into Nou- 
rſhment, and is communica- 
r&d into all the Parts of the 
"Body,by which they all grow 
and are encreaſfed to a deter- 
minate Time. Thus are all 
the Parts'of the Univerſe re- 
lated to each ther by the 


COMmONn 
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common, Bond of the ſame 
Univerſal Spirit, which Pars 
menides in his famous Tdea's 
calls That one Idea, which is 
the Foundation of all Singus 
lars ; out of which, as from 
a Thread, the whole Web, 
2s ir were, of Individuals, is 
woven. 


Now this Univerſal Spirit 
reliding in many Particulars, 
5 the Support and Foundatie 
on of them all ; and is, ac- 
cording to Zenopbanes, wholly 
together one ;z though for di- 
ſtinftion ſake, and that we 
may better underftand one 
another in Diſcourſe, we di- 
vide it into Three Heads, 
which are called Kinds, and 
nto almoſt infinite Species, 


G 4 which 
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which are the Particulars. 


"Thus we ſee Nature, tho 
She is One, Pure and Sim- 
ple, is yet beneficial to the 
whole Creation, and conti- 
nually ſupplies the perithing 
Old, by the Gifr, as it were, 
of "xg And thus we may 
ſee, that withour God, who 
15 Nature's Governor, we can 
do nothing even in this world, 


* O Frernal Wiſdom!How 
fo excellent are the Divine Q- 
* perations ! How manifold 


© the divine Goodnels ! whole 


*© Wiſdom, Power and Love 
fare no leſs evident in the 
** Conlervation,than the Cre- 
{ ation of the World ! If the 
* Divine Mind ſhould check 

© Na- 
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© Nature a few moments , 


« this delicate Machine would 


* be without Spirit,the world 
«would be benumbd with 
*4n eternal Cold and Dark- 
*nels, and an everlaſting 
© Death;all things would run 
* back into their firſt Maſs, 
*Chaos, and dark Abyſs, 
*©never to be renewed, with 
« out that Spirit that firſt ba- 
« miſhed Darkneſs, by ſepa- 
"rating the Waters, and en- 
* kindling in their moſt reft- 
«ned Parts ( advanced to 
* the Region above) a Spirit 
"of Light, 


© To the Eternal therefore 
” ' be infinite Praiſes by the 
** pure Spirits of Men and An- 


gol: 
He 
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A compari- 
ſon of the 
Form in A- 
nimals , 
Plants and 
Minerals. 


He char thinks I doa difho- 
nour to Animals, in ſuppo- 
{ing, that that Spirit that ani- 
mared a mean Vegetable, or 
a ſluggiſh Metal, on its leay- 
ing theſe Bodies, ſhould give 
Life and Motion to an Animal 
Being, will eaſily fee his Mi- 
ſtake, when he conſiders that 
thoſe Things are always e- 


feemed moſt Excellent and 


Noble that are of longeſt dus 
ration. Now we ſee, that 
many Vegetables, and all 
Things of a Metallick Com: 
polirion,do exceed Animals in 
duration of Time. Beſides, 
all Things receive a value 
from their Ulefulneſs ; now, 
though divers Beaſts and 
Birds are very uſeful both for 
Food and Pleaſure, yet none 


of 
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of them are ſupported withe 
out Vegetables; nor can any 
Man plow, or go to Sea, with- 
" out Metals. But this is 
| ſpeaking rather like a Mer- 
| chant than Naturaliſt ; there- 
fore I ſhall wave it. 


| That Spirit ſeems to me to gf the &x- 
' | be moſt Noble, that has fo cellency of 
|| digeſted the Paſſive Matter, - > rg 
which contains it,as to be able 
to defend it againſt all the aſ- 
faults of the Elements ; and 
on the other ſide, char Spirit 
ſeems to be moſt weak and 
inactive, that ſuffers irs Body 
to be ſooneſt diſſolved on 
their Intention. Now Ves 
getables and Animals do both 
periſh in the Flames ; bur Mes 
tals do not; So that the 
Strength 


_— 
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Srrength and Virtue they en: 
Joy viſible to every Eye, gives 
them juſtly the Precedence. 
Bur eld ; ths Bodies be diſ. 
folved , and their Spirits let 
looſe, as we ſee in Vegetable 
Seeds, then their Excellency 
"IF would be very manifeſt. He 

that has feen the perpetual 
16a Light ro which they have 


of them, been advanced by Diſſolution, 
and of its - 


great difi- does know what place chey 
culty. merit in this Life; wherein 
were the operation as calle, as 
the Reaſon is evident,no inge- 
nious Man would be without 
It. For my part I own my 
ſelf herein, only... Croyant ; 
yet he chat is not able to draw 
a Bow, may yet give Aim, 
Wherefore, to this, conceive, 
there 1s need of an homoge? 
neous 
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neous Agenit, defecated from 
all Impurity , and impreg- 
nated with a Metalline Sul- 
phur, the former found in 


the Houſe of Gemini, (a) the oe is 
latter in thar of Aries, by the thoſe only, 
benign Influences of Lay and rags - ——y 
Aquarius. "ay _ 


But let none bur the Happy 
pretend to this. He that cart 
retire, and enjoy the Freedom 
of Horace bis Countryman 


Beatus ille , qui procul negotiis, 
Ut priſca gens mortalium, 
Paternarura bobus exercet ſuis, 
Solutus onni fenore, &c. 


' Happy the Man from roil- 
_ © ſomecares let free, © 
a Who does regain Man's 
_ *ancient Liberty, 


of Tranſ, migrati an; or, 


oy: « lo ughing his Ground wich 
we Oxen of his own, 

«+ By Pareats left; 's fres 

* from Uſurious Loan, 


To this Freedom of 
Thought, there js neceſlary 
a Knowledge of all Nanoe 
a plentiful Fortune,and above 
al, a wile and a Learned 
Friend. Qui publicis Hongri: 
bus & Muneribus funguntur, aut 
etian. privatis CF neceſſariis Oce 
cupationibus jugiter incumbunt, ad 
ſunmnun bujus Philoſophie Culuen 
ne contendant : Totun enim Ho- 
mine. illa defidergt , Inventian 
poſſedet, Poſſe ſun ab cons ſeri 
& longo negotio vendicat, cetera 
oppula aliena repatans 67 flocci far 
ciens.. | © They who are fa- 
* rigued with "Publick Ho- 


nours 


—— 
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<nours and Employments , 
* or have contiaual Avocati- 
« ons of private & domeſtick 
«© Aﬀairs, let them not pre- 
*rend to the Heights of this 
* Philoſophy; for ſhe re- 
* quires the whole Mind ; 
* which obtain'd, ſhe keeps, 
*and retains him from all te- 
* dious Buſineſs; teaching 
him to ſlightall Thingselfe 
* as T rifles. 


This is an Ecernal Bar to 


ſuch as my ſelf, who am 


bow'd down to an Employ 


ment of :daily Attendaace , 


Me HMiſerum ! —— 
Well :may che Qualificati- 


ONS ects neceſ- 
fary , liace befides the Fine- 


neſs 
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neſs and Acuteneſs of Mind, 
there is required Herculean L 
bour. 


—— Non Viribus ulls 
Pincere, nec duro poteris convel. 


( lere ferro, 


Fe This co attain, 'no Steel has 
*© any Force, 


* Nor French Dragoons, nor 


Fw Mconary Horle. 
For tis fo difficult, that Ho- 


mer tells us, Mars being' im» 
ptiſoned by Neptune's- Son, 
Thirteen Months in a Dun- 
geon, could ſcarce be ſet free 
by Juno s$ help, though aſliſt- 
ed by Hermes birafelf The 


meaning whereof, when I 


have told you, that Mars is 
the 


bn RV—_£uY ea ow ay —_ «a . 
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the Son of Juno and ſhe the 
Metallick Nature, is too obs» 
vious-to need an Explanation; 
for a Surcharge is nauſeous to 
the Mind of an Ingenious 
Man. 


Now to remove all Obje- 
tions to the Foundation of 
this Opinion of ' Pythagoras , 
and what is ſuperadded :. . It Objedt. 1: 
inay be asked , How doth it 
appear that the Heavenly Bo- 

dies beſtow an Influence, or 
gang Spirir on the Earth ? 
Why may nor the Earth ity... ..: 
elf be impregnated ab initio hot: 
with Seed enough,to hold our 
for all Species to the end of the 
World ? 


H That 


A” wr 
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Reſponſ. 


"That the Heavenly Bodies 
move and tranſmit Hear, we 
Bath ſee and feel : Nay, chi 
Heat beyond the Tropicks, is 
ſa GR and powerful, that 
with us colle&ted by a con- 
cave Glaſs, it will Ke Sil- 
ver, and that in a more extras 
ordinary manner than a Cu- 
linary Fire is able to perform. 
Whence HMechungus aftirms, 
that there is no artificial Fire 
able to gtve fuch a hear, as 
that which comes down from 
Heaven. We lee Inſects, a 
fort of Animals, in a few 
days are generated by ir in 
wateriſh places. Thoſe that 
paſs for Animals, as Frogs, 
Toads, and even Mice, whole 
Generation is #quivocal, are 
fo produced;by means where: 


of, 


= - 
—_ 
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of, we perceive that Vegeta- 
bles grow and increaſe. 


Timeus the Locrian , faith, 
That God ſcatters Souls, (:.e.) 
Forms, fome in the Moon, 
others in other Planers and 
Stars, whence they are inſtil- 
{ed into Creatures. To which 
Ariſtotle agrees, when he faith, 
That the Univerſal Efficient 
Cauſe of all things, is the 
Sun and the other Stars, and 
that their Acceſs and Re- 
ceſs, are the Cauſes of Genes 
ration and Corruption. If fo, Ariſtotle 
what need is there of an Ele- held, tiat 
ment of Fire, above the Re- mA 
gion of the Air? But, I offire, a- 
conceive, twas placed there _— 
for Order's fake only. - coir ” 
| the Alr. 


H 2 Now 


Il OO 


Of. Tranſmigration; or, 


Of the Unj- 
_ verſal SPi- 
Tit, 


Now this | Virtue that is 
Miniſterial co ſuch Variety of 
things, muſt be in irs own 
Narure General and Catho- 
lick, or it could not be ſubs 
ſervient to ſo many ſeveral 
difterent Individuals. T he 
Specification of it, naturally 
proceeds from: the Parti 
culars. We kee a little Salt 
ſeaſons 4 great Luthp, and a 
Scion tranſmutes: the whole 
Juice of the Tree into its own 
Nature. Wherein we may 
obſerve a rwofold Change : 
Firſt, Of the general Meiſture 
into an Identity of that of the 
Tree : Secondly, A new 
Specification of it, by its pal- 
fing into che Scion. Nay , 
fach is the'virtue of Fermen- 


eration, that you may inocu- 
hats 
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lace Scion upon Scion, after a 
lictle Growth ; and whatever 
becomes of Tranſmuration in 
the Mineral , we daily fee ir 
various ways in the Vegeta- 
ble Province, to that degree, 
that in many Trees you may 
ingraft and inoculate out of 
ſpecies,as Cherries on a Laurel, 
Pears on a Hawthorn-Tree ; 
nor is it ocherwile in the Ani- 
mal, of which no man's Ex- 
perience js without ſome In- 
ſtances. 


Fermentation , ſaith the in- 
comparable Eirenzus the Great, 
the Wonder of the World ; by it 
Water becomes Herbs, Trees , 
Plants, Fruit, Fleſh , Blood | 
Stones , Minerals . and every 
Thing. This Epicuris calls 


H 3 the 


Of Trenſmiegration ; or, 


Reſpouſ.2. 


the attracting and intangling 
adaptable Aroms , by their 
5" co; var ; by which 
they grow up into the ſame 
Nature; of which hereaf- 


ret. - 


As. for the Lirer part of 
the Objection , rouching the 


Earth's having Seed enough 


in it ſelf, and therefore = 
not Las of the Heavens : 
Whart I ſaid already to the 
firſt part of the Queſtion, may 
be a ſuficient Anſwer. Bur 
ro proceed. 


That:the Earth is barren & 
ſluggiſh,dead and pa flive,we 
may eakily ſee, by. conſidering 
how unfruitful. all. places 
are {A Are abies with 

| Build- 
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Buildings. For if the Earch 
had Seed enough in it felf,fhe 
might be as ferril in a City- 
Garden, as in a Country. Bur 
| itis plain, that the want of a 
free atceſs of the Air, where- 
by an Univerſal Spiric, or anis 
mating Heat is conveyed, is 
the only Caule of Sterility. 


Why do your Country- 
men, afrer ſome years plows 
ing, leave the Ground fal- 
low ? Is there not Seed or 
Virtue enough in the Earth 
to hold our 2 If there is nor , 
whence does ſhe receive it ? 
It nraft proceed either inter- 
nally from the Centre, or exs 
ternally from the Heavens : : 
if from her own Centre, why 
does ſhe waic che acceflion of 

H 4 the 
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next year's Vegetables 3 The 


the Sun, to call forth her: Ye- 
getables > And why, where 
his Influences are interrupted, 
is:ſhe barren ? - 


But may not the Earth 
have'a Feminine Sperm. in it, 
and may not this vital Heat, 
be as a Maſculine Principle, 
that may only excite, and 
bring this dormant Seed.from 
Potency into. Act, to which 
Opinion Xenocrates ſeems to 
be inclined? If the Earth 
were filled with ſuch an 1ma- 
ginary Seed, whenever. the 
Sun approaches with his en- 


\ livening Beams, ſurely all 


theſe Seeds. would quickly 
appear to ſight; what then 
ſhould che Earth do for. the 


Pro: 
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Propagation of them only by 


their letting fall a Seed, - and 


by that means another coming 


in its place, is weak and friyo- 
lous ; for though this-in ma- 
ny places often happens, yer 
Experience ſhews us, that tho 
Weeds are grubbd up; before 


they run to l{eed, yet the lame, 


or others, ſoon grow up in 
their ſtead; And whence 
ſhould this happen ?-- Who 
are the. Conſervarors. of the 
ſeeds of Weeds , and noxi- 
ous Plants ? Noxious ,only bez 
cauſe their uſe is not known. 
What Enemy comes: in the 
night and ſows them? And 
where are their Stoxerhoules 2 2 


But may noc the Birds in Object. 


the Airler fall ſeed,: and (o it 
may grow? T his Objection 
- ---— _ 


4 
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can admit no Reſolution but 
this : Take Earth, defend ir 
as you pleaſe, ſo it has 
ſome acceſs of Air, and you 
will find an Herb of ſome 
ſort or other ariſe. * Ir is 
*©tlierefore moſt evident,that 
* by the Heavenly Bodies, or 
* from them, a germinating 
© Virtue is emitted ; that this 
«© Virtue is univerſal, convey- 
*ed by the Medinm of Air, 
© filling all Places, and pro- 
* ducing divers Efftes , ac- 
© cording to the plenty of 
© Spirit., and difference of 
** Place : -FThart this Spirit, on 
6 - the diſſolution of its Body, { 
* 5 not animhilaced , bur gets 
© looſe; becomes aRive and 
« vigetous; and impregnates 
* new Matter, —_ Nature 
IS 


han 


© ——_ 


———— 
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'is varied , according to the 
* diverſity of Place; as Wa - 
* rer mixing with ſalt ehings; 
* becomes faline; and with 
* Acids, {harp. 


Now, this rome; is ſo far That Bo- 
from being a wonder, that I —_ 
ſhould admire if- it were ©: rot annihi- 
therwiſe ; ſince Bodies, that #4 
are but the Cale of Spirits, 
are not annihilated, when 
their Spirits leave them, but 
lole only their external Fi- 
gure and Shape; for if Bo- 
dies on their refolution, were 
annihilated, the World in 
time would be :reduc'd to no- 


For the World confiſting 
of Parts, and thoſe Parts of 
ST a Ba- 


—— 
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Bodies, as Bodies are annihi- 
lated, ſo are the Parts; and 
the Parts being daily ſubſtra- 


Eted,this Machine would fall 


to pieces,or rather to nothing, 


© But as in Generation, ſaith 


© Epicurus , there is no new 
* ſabſtance made, but pre-ex- 


© iſtent ſubſtances are made up 


*into one,which acquire new 
* Qualities ; ſo in Corruption, 


© no ſubſtance ablolutely ceaſ- 


*eth to be, bur is diſſipated 


< into more ſubſtances, which 


© remain after the deſtruction 
c cof the former. 


So vie though Bodies re- 
ſolve i into Duſt, yet this Duſt 
remains fill,and being quick 
ned by ajSolar Heat, ſhoots 
forth into ſome Plant ; and 


this 


"I tY —_ had "——_—_ n——_ » 
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this Plant becoming Food to 

Man or Beaſt, and Beaſt to 

Man, is affimilated into the 

Nature of the Eater, and be- 

comes part of himſelf. Hence 

Hermes, and the reſt of the 
Philoſophers affirm, that no- 

thing properly dies ; bur all 

things pals, and are changed 

into ſomething elſe (a) * So (a) 1s aiti- 
that if one would urgeiit, he *" _ poſſe 
might prove this way a Tranſ= ot: 
migration of Bodies, as well as 

Spirits; ſince the Bodies of 

the Dead become Food to the 

Living ater a little Circula- 

tion of Time, paſſing chrough 

a few Mediums, and that Food 

becomes part of him that 

eats It 


This 


vo 


of Tranjmigration; or, 


This the Egyptians hinted 
by the Fdieroglypbick of a Snake 
painted'in a circular form, the 
Head: ſwallowing up the 
Tait: Of which, Claudian. 


—— Jer pens 
Perpetnong viret ſquamns, Can- 
damq; reducto- 


| Ore Vorat, tacito relegens exordia 


lapfu; 


* Python his Scales renews,and 
* on the Ground 

* Wich Tail in Month he lies, 
*in Circlexonnd. 


'T has: Pythagorus might lay 
he was Euphoybus, who lived 
many years before him, be- 
cauſe of the Poſſibility both 

in reſpect to the Identity in 
ſome 


DD —_— 
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ſome ſort of his Body (for we 
were once upon our Plates, } 
and his animation by the ſame 
ſenſitive Spirit , being of a 
Temper and Diſpoſition very 
like him. Thus for {tmili- 


tude of Spirit, John the Baptiſt 


is called Elias. 


7 


But now for Plato's Opini- The Moral 
on, and the reſt of the Pytha-*f Travt- 


goreans, Who. held, or rather 
ſeemed to hold, That by in- 
dulging to Senſe, the Souls of 
Men paſs d firſt into Women ; 
then, if they continued vici- 
ous, into Brutes, &*c. This 
Degeneracy , if he had con- 
fin'd to the ſame Body, would 
have had as much Reaſon and 
Truth of its fade, as the other 


hath of Pretcineſs and Fancy : 
For 


migration, 


Il2 
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For Experience {hevws us, that 
many Men, by ſoft and ten- 
der Habits, grow weak and 
effeminate ; and by degrees 
flide into an Indulgence of 
all Brutal Paſſions. Now it 
is more than probable, that 
there was no more intended 
by this ſort of Expreſſion,than 
ro ſhew Mankind to what a 
low Ebb Humane Nature 
might deſcend,to what a Bru- 


ral Sordidneſs Man might fink 


that wallow'd in fenſual Plea: 
ſures. 


Aad::what is the riatural 
Conſequence of this > That 
Men thetefore to avoid this 
Evil, ſhould adorn and culti- 
vate their Minds with uſeful 
Knowledge, and exert Life 


In 


n—— 
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In in Practical Vertues: T bis 


was the Deſig n_ both of Mo- 
ral and VS Phileſo phy 
and this AZſep, who hos. 


ed about an-bundred- years: 


before Plato, inculcated by-his 


ingenious Fables; amongſt 


which, had chis of Plato's been 
inſerted, the Moral had been: 


obvious ro. FYery. Underſtand- 


gr 


+ > 4 


This is:no new nterprets- 


tion; for. Timeus long ago 
commended. the Jonick Poet, 
for making. Men religious by 
ancient Fabulous Stories." For, 


©{aid he, as we cure Bodies 


« with things . unwholſome , 

© when the wholeſome agree 
not with. them; ſo: we re- 
c train Souls; with Fabulous 


} Re 


LR Me om 


” OOO I NO 2 or ere 


f 


11 


4 


"of Tram SPY 7 ME 


 ©&;, talk 


G Relations; wherd they Will 
©not be led by the Friie. Let 

©rher then ( continues he} 
fince the or is a necellity for 


theſe ſtrange Pls 
© HiſKthents ; 48 "If Souls did 
: trliflififprirs 3: "the Effethis 
£ Hate into the Bodies of Wo: 
"ren, 8iven tiþto Igndwnitiy; 
«of Murchiteft; into chile of 
© Beaſts, for Puniſhment ; "of 
*the Laſcivious,into the forms 


© of Swine 3 "of tht Light and 


* Tenietafiotls, into Brrds; 


- ofthe Sfotbful arid Los Ud- 


Thich We £fle how iti 


F# bs been WR rcpreſctced, 
and Whit wis' rhade uſe of 
Gas Hil Rtiiedy torts 


Rrain 


Pu BY RAS a. ea... ee. i 


: 
I, 
f Refi; only e 


a 
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rain: Men from Vice;;-and 
was, What we call Arguthen- 


thn ad Hommem, is now, :for 
want of Underſtanding in/hts 
Cenſurers, return d upon hin 


wile great: 2+ 


- Bur did rior Pythagor as ab- 
fair from. Fleſh-Mear , for 
fearof earing his Parents, ac- 


cording ro che groſs Notion 
of Tranſmigration ? | Moſt 


certamly nor ; for Jamblicus 3 Int 


me Life of Pythagoras , tells 
us, That he being the Dilci- 
ple of Thales; one 2 the chief 
Things Thales adviſed him , 
was, to husband his Time 
well'; upon which account, 
ke: abſtained from Wine and 


hh of Dita things 


a "Wore light 


ns Of T ranſmigration; « of, 


by 'which means, he procu-: 
red ſhortneſs of Sleep, Wake» 
folneſs, Puricy.of Mind,..and 
conſtant Healy of Body. . 
_ Bur "ON " Tranſoniges 
Plants and tion may be made evident to 


Miner” Senſe in\Plants and: Minerals ? 


ble to ſenſe. Fhat. 1 It may be in Plants ,eve 
ry lelary” Chymiſt knows : 
For by the excraCting the:Spi- 
rit or Soul of a' Vegetable in 
the form of Oil, and by the 
cohobation of it on the Alc 
ned Salt of a different Plant, 
chey will impregnatethat Salt 
with a new Lite and Spirit, 
and give it new. Virtue, Smell 
and:;Faſte. Thus they draw 
forth a Spirit from one Plant, 
and infule it-into the Body of 
FR And thus Van MN 

a 


WTr wp. wor, wo 
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and the acuter ſort of Chy- 
miſts,tell us-may be done with 


Meals, 


But what need we fly to 
Laborious Art for: the proof 


of. this? Does nor ſagaci- 


ous Nature afford Inſtances 
enough of this ſort in divers 
Places, witneſs the petrefying 
Baths at Buda, Glaſhitten and 
Eiſenbach in Hungary, that turn 
Wood and Iron into Stone ; 
and the Venereal Mine at 
Hern-grunat nearNeuſol, where, 
by leaving Iron in the Vitrios 
late Water for Fourteen Days, 


it is tranſ{mvrted into excellent. 


Copper, better, and more 
duRtil than the Natural. But 


enough of this. 


13 E have 


= il 1 Kar Pip 


— — 
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NY a done wich Pythag 
ras, and ſhall rouch now 6g 
Four Things. 


+. 14hall ſpeak fomewhar 
t0:rhe duration of Bodies. 


2. Examine ſome Princt 
ples and Elements:generally 
| received. 


"= "Compare ſome Ariffotes 
tian Fdypotbefes with thoſe-af 


AOGATAODA 


4+ Having already-ſhewn, 
how wariety of Plants and 
Kerals are now generated. in 
he Earth, from the Diverſity 
of Salts, &c. Lwilliendeavour 
to ſhew how the Earth comes 
: tO 
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to be filled yvith ſuch varjety 
of Bodies p pn al with 
differenc Qualities, 


—_— ——— 


Firſt, As.rp he Durarpn Of the du- 
of Bodies, Bodies, after the ration of 


ſenficiye Spirit has left them, 
and before their reſplution 
to Duſt, have a fore of Vs 
getable L Life remaining in 
them ; as appears by the 
arowrh of Hair and Nails , 
that may.he perceived .in dead 
Bodies ; ; and a weak Animal 
one thar larks in the Mois 
ſure ; whence in Putrefadtis 
an, Worms and diyers. ſorts 
x Inſects may: be generated, 
who dying others of ano- 
ther ſore ariſe. | 


TL s:...: 2 


E-*, 


of Natural TIO 


©"If therefore Bodies obrain 
this ſort of Immorraliry ( not 
to ſpeak of the Relurr&tion 
of the Body in a Philoſophi: 
cal Diſcourſe,) why ſhould 
1t be denied to the Spirit; 
which harh a much greater 
Right to it, by the pure and 
incorrupt laſting Nature of its 


Eſſence : x 
"Burl thatl a advance the Nez 


ture of Bodies to'a much more 
unmixc and pure Immortali- 

: For the Radical Moiſture 
oy Bodies. that lies in the 
Bones, may juſtly challenge 
E! Right ( as things now are) 
ro an eternal duration. For 
not to mention Bones that arc 
found entire after a Thouſand 
Years Burial, nor the Bodies 


of 
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of E 'gyptian Mummies, preſerv- 


ed ada for ſeveral Thou- 
fand Years ;' there is inthe 
Bones a Radical Moiſture , 
that is fix'd and permanent , 
and is ſo far from giving way, 
or ſuffering loſs by char Ele- 
ment that is the Deſtroyer of 
mix'd Bodies, that it is the 
Veſſel made uſe of to purge 
the fix d Metals in the ' Fire, 
and remains unhurt when the 
volatil Metals fly away ; ſo 
that none of the Elements 
can deſtroy it,no not the moſt 
torrid Vulcan. 


Now for mixd Bodies ; 
Fire indeed may ſeparate the 
Parts of a mix'd Body, change 
the Figure , and fo alter its 
Appearance , as' to puzzle 

| the 
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o Wane eee coats 1, 


"Of Naw Þ byofoply. 


_ thebeft Mechanick | to reducy 


It to its primitive tate ; yet 
this is 1s -NO Annihilariqn, but 
Diyifon. The: burning of 
Wogd ar any Fuel, ;is a De- 
ſructiqn of it, I canfek, as to 
the Prapriecey ; bur not with 
xelpect to the Unixerſe , no 
more than chere.is leſs Money 
inthe Wozld thy Pas 
neſs of a Prodigal ; as the one 
doth but Yi Hands, ſo 
the. other. alcers qnly che ficua: 
tign.of its Parts. 


The Watery gr Mercurial 
Part of the Wood paſleth a- 
way jn ymoak, A Qily or 
Sulphurous in Flame, .and the 
Body.of Saltrefts inthe A thes 
The Air . preſerves che .tw 


former, andthe Earth, ER 


the 
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the Jatter ; each part xerurns 
$0 its native Coungry. What 
then can deſtroy this Rady, 
except the Firſt Cauſe, 1 am 


yer to .learn-:: For though 


Bone-Aſhes', by reafon of 
Moiſture, may bh and:be- 
come-Glaſs, theultimate.end 
and uſe of them; yet ſo iglo- 
ziaus a Ughtlome body as 
that of Glaſs, is rather anax- 
altation of its Bfſſence, .than 
diminution af-its Excellency;; 
nor does it give any 4$ernmuina- 
tiowto its Being,” but only a 
change ro 4ts Figure. It Cu- 


lanry Fire deſtroys: therParts 
-of the Univerſe, 1jn-timae 4t 


may ithe -vrhole. Bur :6hus 145 


bay” ag: with the 'Wildon 
.of ;its Maker, to creaze:Prin- 


iciples deſtructive: of.one ano- 
ther. The 
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Of the ge- 
neral Con- 
flagration. 


The Light of Nature, ax 
well as Experience 'raught 
Plato, that the World was not 
deſtroyable by any other 
Cauſe, but by the ſame God, | 
who compoſed it ; which the 
Eternal can eaſily do by Fire, 
according as Things now ap- 
pear, without the Light of 
Holy Wric : Which makes 


me wonder, that Ariftotle, Ze- 


nophanes, and 'other Great Men 
did not fee this ; but thought 
the World of neceſlity as E- 


'ternal as God; for though 


the Heat of the Sun is now 
tolerable between the Tro- 
picks, yet he: that conſiders 


its being a little multiplied by 


a concave Glaſs, even in out 


Meridian , (thongh its Raysf 


pals through a vaſt Region of 


War 
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Water rarefied, ,) if refleed 


on:a Man. for: 'ſome time, ir 
will ſcorch. and deſtroy.him, 
when the volatil Waters chat 
allay his Heat, become fixed, 


| obich the Peo ple think now 


are, and a Philoſo pher knows 
may ealily be, ) Tos che Sun 
having no Cloud to obſtruct 
his Light, nor any Water to 
cool the {corching Hear,of his 
Rays, will 'neceſlarily burn 
up and calcine the Earth. 


Thus the very Elements 
would deſtroy. us, did not the 
Eternal , by bis Providence , 
defend us from the Heart, by 
the interpoſition of the- Wa- 
ters, and- from the, Chilneſs 


| of the Waters, by impregna- 


ting them with a. Solar Hear, 
whoſe 


= 2. oe — ——— — 7 oi a4 _——— % 4 El 
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2, Of Prin- 
ciples and 
Elements. 


uhyſe- viſible congeated Spirit} 


( ſaitfy' one of the Learned 
Tlie) i more” valuable thaw 
the' whole Earth. + Clementiſe 
[iba itag, infinite frat Landes. (': 


Secondly, Agsto' Principles 
4H&# Elertiefits i being to ſpeak 
6f- che, ir will hor be amiſs 
ro enquire; how and when 
theſe came ifito' the World, 
The Study of Natiwal Philoſes 
phy was as early it the world, 
as Men came to call upon 
God: For whatever Appear 
#he65'God made to the Ame- 
dibiyian Patriarchs, afid by that 
*Keads comtidfiicared his Di- 
VitneWll and Nature to them; 
yet We catinot ſuppoſe chat 
the Warld is genetal had any 


4 _  - \f - | 4 EA , * MS, : 
othtr Eight of the Divine 
THIY Y | 


Glory 


UE Ie] Pliijphy. 127 _ 
Glory and Majeſty;than whar 
» | ame to them by Tradition, 
; | 2hd the Contemplation of the 
; | ſeveral Parrs of - Univerſe ; 
: | for God is known by his 
Works ; they afe the Wits 
nffſes of. His Wiſdom, Power; 
afid Goodneſs, The Khow: 
edge of theſe Works; cones 
fiot co Mankind ( 4t [eaſt Fe- 
nerally ) by Inſpiration, bur 
by exertirig 6iif Ent 


Ae >: as for Tradicion, tha 

iptromake bit 2 weak ina- 

pet ofithinking Men; un- 
le($it 1s Back” d ATM Reaſon. 


But bebites, though the 
Creation of the World was 
\ Tradition, andifie nianner 
oiit 6f (Ftv; Jer'to give an 


ACCOUnT 


y "128 
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2c: . 


account. of the. Phenomena of of 
Things, and the manner now, 
of 4th: s Productions, could 
hos be. a Tradition. This 
was left to Man, as the pro- 
per exerciſe of his Rational 
Powers, that; by improving, 
and advancing his Thought, 
he-,might come to have 2 
cleater Light and Knowledge 
of God, and, conſequently, 
love him che more inceaſely, 
for it is almoſt impoſſible to 
have a true iknowledge. of 
God, and not. to be inflamed 
with, Love of him, ſuch. 1s 
the Purity and Perfection oof 
the Divine Nature. 


- When Men 5” PE be: 
gan tO contemplate the warks 


or God, they. found all che 
Parts 


” 4 _— ca 4 PEI Y 


"LY A: ann 


© m— 


= of: Nad DEITY 


Parts of Nature reduceable 
to rwo Heads or Principles x 
an”Adcive; Vital or Formal 
otie; and a 'Paſhve or Mate- 
mal: FEI 27! HT I361547 


PHP 


This [ conceive * Moſes in: 
tended, when he tells us thar 
in the Beginning God created 
che Heaven'and the Earth. : 
which thingsate expreſled in 
the very fame words by the 
Chaldeans,. Aﬀſſyrians, and Greeks 
as | hive hinced before. 


Thales, who was one of Te 
firſt amongſt the Grecians; as, 
Laertins , _ abs; Cicero.,; and 
Platarch affirch : thar —— en- 
quiry into Natural Cauſes , 
conceived i: Water | to:be the 


Material Principle of all liv- 
as Ke ing 


4 Wy by: x ag 


—_—— —_———— DIS 


—q Natural DETITTY 


Er 


OT 'Qreamures 5: hecauſe; all 
Seed is: humid, and Planrs and 
Animals: are nouriſh'd: by it, 
This hebad from a more any 
cient Nation,the Phenicians;by 
whom - was likewiſe 


— 


" Torkis Mlaceria Principle 
<Ainairns 1s ſaid: xo be the 


firſtchar added (x5) the Mind, 
dy which, ;1A::ooncarve.,, ; he 


aneane the - Formal. Heats 


Virgil callsiche Umverlal Form 
the Mind, » 


S575 T4 


FORE fatwng; ins yo T0 ths: 
, "0 mayts | 


- 
'Y 


- < _ "__ 
Fi 


TE Mind rnfas d/chiough 
iz: {* ay 2 


* Does 
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© 
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and Earth 3-Enepides; Fire and 


ow move the whole: Mo 
« hine with wondious Art. 


But Har and Hef ed. both 
gave an account of thels tw 
Principles long before. 


-: Various [ algerwards were 
the Qpinions of che Philolo- 
phers abans Principles. ' Phee 
recydes che. dſhripn ,.. afferved: 
Earth to be the Principle of all 
things; Mdximenrs, Air ; Fdip- 
paſus, Firs z. Xemphanee Earth 
and Water 5 Pormenides, Fire 


Aixs Democritus ang Bpirwwss 
Atoms 5 Empedeclys, Plato and. 
friſtotle, $65. ro- cheſe Pring- 
ples added four Elements,be* 
og ihe viſible Matter .as they 
is: gf: > og alk Bg# 


dies 
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 dies/dill: fubfiſt: Atid: this the 
Schookien; following them, 

have hicherto maintained,and 
iro Jr Doctrine of the: 
World: 26 19%. */ Bb 


Of the 3 The G pymiſs hold Three 
of the Chy Prindiptes atchis day; - theſe 
miſts, * Ptinciples* and Elements © 1 
now. inten: to examine: And! 
frſs for the The any” 


Principles, * x ave it 1s no 1efs a: criti 
han Heteſie; inthe Com Tx 
io of” Chyritiſts;- to? dehfs 
ay" of itheir three "'belove# 
Principles; rheir Salt, *Sulpbiir, 
dn FHereury? > but being”! ROE: 
of their -Charch, I-need- nod 
fear their: Cenſare. * I do ade 
ivit: Salt 'thifome ſencte, to be: 
one of- their —_— 

2% I go 


- <<» 


of. Natural Philoſephy. © 


| dp deny Sulphur and. Mercu- 
79 to be ſeveral ; for their beſt 
Jenkins affirm .Mercury to. be 
only -crude Sulphur, and Sul: 
phur ripe . Mercury ; they dif; 
fer therefore not in ſpecie_ ; 
but in degree of Digeſtion. 
© The Ancients (faith Eireng- 
"45 the Great) -thought them 
'all-. one; 'and- chough Para: 
*celſus his invented a Liquar, 
' by-means whercof,he taught 


*the way | of ſeparating the 


© Sulphur -in_ the. form-- of a 
incted Mertallick Oil; yer 


| 'conceiye. this is nothing om 


\an extraction of- the riper, 
and more —__ part of 
*the Merewy.-: 


- This will. appear: moreeyi- 


dens, by conſidering the Mar-' 


K 2 rer 


EL = = = - 


4 
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cer of 


. 


Mecals; which I will 
deliver in tHe ſence of Eirms: 
ns the Great, having tranſlated 
him, . but nor having the Ori- 
ginal ts Latin by me. * That 
* Mercury (faich he) which 
© generated in che veins of the 
*Eanh, ( and all Mecals aviſc 
© from the ſame Mater) is the 
© univerſal material Mocher of 
* all things cloached with 4 
* Merallick Species,verhich may 
* be eaſily proved ; becauſe | 
* Merenty is accommodared 
"co ther all, and by Arc 
*may be conjoyned ; which 
* would be impoflible anleſs 
*chey didpartake of the ſame 
f Nature. Mereny, faith he, 
*is Water, yet ſuch as will 
©mix wich nothing that is 10t 
* of ts oven Identiry; wheres 
4; fo © as 


L 
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25 therefore it drinks up all 
© Metals by: its moiftere;, 5c 
f follows they have all a 'Cors 
RN ARIEL of Maron with 


- * Again, :Mercwy, by the 
help of Artaſhſting Nature, 
may be ſrecedively digeſted 
«with all the Metals | 
'rhis ſame Mercury retaining 
the. fame Colour and-Form 
'of flowing, will aſſume the 
true Nature of them ,:and 
| by: ſuccefſian exert rheir true 
© Properties ; Which would-be 
' impoſlible to: be done: 'by 
' Ant, did- nat-Nawre thew 
* us the - poſſibility by rheir 
* Correſpondency of Matter; 
© Beſides, all Metals and Mis 


' nerals $09, that are of: Me- 
K 4 rallick 


+ 
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*rallick Principles ; may. be 
*reduced intoa current Mer: 


Hence I conceive, tis evi 
dent, that current Mercury is 
the nigheſt- (though not the 
firſt) rar of Metals ; which 
Mercury hath ' a> Salt included 


init, and becomes a more or 
leſs ripe Metal,” according to 


the purity or impurity of its 
Matrix. Whar need theri can 
there. be of Sulphur as a di- 
Rint Principle? Bur they 
that contend :that theſe three, 
Salt j\Sulpbur, and Mercury, are 
theconſtituencPrinciples of a 
Meallick 'Body',: ought. to 
ſhew'thar Nature produces 
thele three fi mple-Subſtances, 
and then unites' them in the 


COMN- 


Tec, aun und a Dm an RT ous” 
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who ever [yet ſaw a Speciick 
Metalline [Salt void of Mercu- 
zy and Sulphur > Or. ſimple 
Mercury withour- Sale,, or a 
Meralline Sulphur by? it ills d:. 


": Phe Tok is, in.2 ric 
ſence there are-no Other Prin- 
ciples, but-the moiſt vapor ime 
pregnated:- with vital heat;for 
thele two alone conſticare all 
Bodies. As far the Salts I'men- 
tioned in-- the. generation .of 
Plants and Metals, I conceive 
them ro beonly a congelarion 
of a former Vapor,difterenced 
in Mezals by a long circulati- 
on in the Alembick,. of the 
Earth ; and in Plancs, by a 
| | peedy reſolution near the Su- 
perficles. Now this Homoge- 

neity 


compoſition. of a Metal. -Bue 


0bj eca400. 


ferent 'Bodies , will not ap- 
pear ſtrange 'to- them who 


confider the vaſt Alteration 
Heat makes on Bodies by 


time, in different - Veflels: 


thus common groſs Water, in 


- an open! Veſſel, by a gentle 
heat is ſ60n evaporated and 


rarefied into Air; whilſt Dew, 
4 much purer Subſtance, by 
rhe ſame hear, circulated ina 
cloſe Veſſel by length of time, 
s condenſed into Earth. 

But are not the Principles 
of Bodies known by their Re- 
folurion, and may not Merals 
be reduced: into three diſtin 
Principles ? _ -E 


WW: 


<2: 4 x2 ASHER 
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"of che vations ;Fiptites ities Reſponſ: 


whieh the Fire is 2ble to d 
vide Bodies, trtiftt be called 


Principles, CMonſtewr L' Emery 


:figris no lefs- than five; but 
he "honely confeſſerly, rhe 
this is effected by the alterart: 
or the Fire makes on Bothes'; 
nor by x natural Antalyfis in 
to. thei firfh Primeiphess 


Bur does tot:rhe Great Sta> 04jeaon. 


rite hold three Pritciphes, 
Matter, Form arid Privation 7 * 


By Privation, he doth nor Reſponſe. 


meary x Principle, in a fttict 
ſence, 7.6. an Eflence corfti> 
ating a Body, or part of 
ſuch ; bur with refpect ro the 
previous Matter of each Bo- 


dy, before it is ſpecificated , 
| which 


S* . N———_ —_— —_—— 
ny j 
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_ which he calls the Termings 4 


quo ; as when determined;ths 
Terminus ad quem. Burt if it 
muſt be a Principle, ler it be 
of Death, not_of Life : For 


how can 'thar be a Principle 


of Life, that is a ſeparation 


of Soul and Body.? If ins 
Read of Privation, he had cal- 


led it Pptrefaction, that mighs 
- © well enough have paſſed for 


a - Principle., or ſomething 
like it ; __ Putrefaction 1 is 
the Gate ro Life. 


I think therefore the Two 
Principles of the Ancients , 
out and. Form, ſtand firm; 


Pacing Ariſtotle ox 


the lat 


. $ ? 
_ : W . ? S- 


= — =” Philoſophy: 


I 


Bac if there are four Ele- Ofthe Ele- 


ments. that conſticute Bodies, 
xccording to the general Do- 


ments. 


&rine; they, I* muſt confeſs, 


will ovcictirion * the Two 


Principles of: Matter & Form, 


anleſs -cheſe* Principles beirig 


firſt, the Elements afterwards 
are made-ourof them, as Plu- 


tarch will have it ; and then 
twill be diſputing only about 
Words. Bue we vih conſider 
oats "IeN to: bo bot 
diodern in reſpect of. the An» 
cients: Moſes ſpeaks only 
of the Spirit "arid-the Abyſs ; 
and ſo, for what I perceive; 
Ts continued even tothe Time 


_ of Thales, who fouriſhed in 


any 35th. Olympiad; Prineiples 


and 


—_— — 


. ® i & Wd 6, No "274 "RD 8 Lt 
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_ 
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— 


87 Naw To 


nn} Fragen, being norchen 


dillinguilhed :: by, kim ; for, 
which Pltarchhadsfualey wh 
hin Theſame Author makes, 
Empadocles x0 bold. Four Efes 


wha: 'pis.faid, ASA 
Diels of Pyhagras., who 
Was. GOnternpoyery with The- 
os, Here 1 vill ſuppoſe Br 
lemengs- 20 begin j the Regt 


ſoa.chis; They chat held four 
Waters, Psiciving that by 


ſides the moiſt Vapour, 
heavenly Influence , or Fire 


and -Waxer in - - the modern 


Langage, therewvere Eauth 


8 Air; that Airs the Fogd, 
20d-gs it were, the Compatije 
on-pf Fixe,and Wares of Fatch; 
and rhar things -generated ig 
ge Eatth, could not fur par 
a «6 Nate: 25 the Fe 


in 


each Beings... 


Eat Sd Be feat ond Ry" 64 OO OO ns Ve EL TRVY a" WO MIL YN , ed + 
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tw in the; Womb. That 
two of theſe were ative, and 
two paſſive ; two heavy, and 
two light; muſt of neceſlity 
be thoſe Parts of Matter, thar 
conſtitute a Harmony: « of 


To k oak; FR to. $5 


' Matter, I.ſhall take each,Elev 


ment apart; and by that you 
will lace; whether theſe four, 


or-e1we only, are (elf-lublll- 


ing Beings;--. Pare , Simple , 
Frimiciye, and. Unmixrawhich 
s'the Netioa of an Elernoar 
| will begin with the Air. :- 


./ Thas the Ait we walk in, orgy AF 


is pie: and 4mamixt., ao one 
will pretend ;; for the Sulphu- 
=9us Steams, thararedublimed 


iato 


* : Ze, "Rv DAL A 


Of. the --. 


Earth. 
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into che Air, and*the abuns 
Jdanr. Moiſture fAuQuaring in 
this . Region, thew het « con 
yr LAN an. £9 "43 


» The Thich: is, ; andiabin 
call Air, is nothidg! but Was 
rer rarefied, attracted by the 
Hearof- the Sun; or 'ſublim'd 
byiche drcheus :of the Ear; 
and this may-be made mani 
feſt by: many ſeveral Expert- 
mefits, ias the evaporating'of 


Waret taco SmoaKk (which's 


a>grof& Air, )/orcalcin'd Ti 


tarchar vill attra&tir, and dit- 
ſolveit into Warers 
T 


-: The” Farth *can'never be 


"id Xd be pure, ſimple, :Of 


unfpix'd ; for- itis-the' cont 
mowShop of-Namre, whore 


In 


; 
[ 
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in bodies of all ſorts and qua- 
licies do reſide. Ir is in truth; 

thothing more than the orofler 
parts of the Waters, which 
condenſing into a body, bes 
came the Settlement of the 


Waters, which God after- 


wards cauſed to become dry, 
by the removal of the Wa- 
ters from ir, and the Spiric of 
Light ſhining on it; 


| Thoug h it FPPITY Tr the "I 


dmning Ba created the Heavea 


ind the Earth ; yet this is by pl 
Figure USECOV #edTEgOv uſual, 

the Learned ſay, amongſt the 
Hebrews ; for the Darkneſs was 


NY #pon the Face of the Deep ; and 
r tbe Spirit moved upon the Face of 


. tbe Waters: The Chaos there- 


Y 
1 


fore, or firſk Matter , was 
= E plainly 
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Of Water. 


Of Fire. 


plainly an Abyſs of Waters ; and 


{o our Latin Tanda and 
Commentators render it, A- 
quarum Terre ſupernatantium , 
” Junius and Tremellius. 


Water, I conceive, is in 
ics own Nature, pure, ſimple, 
and unmix'd , without any 
quality, though luſceptible of 
all. A Primitive 1a Nature, 
a middle Subſtance, whoſe 
ene Extream conftiruted 
Earth, and its other Air 6 
Heaven. This may well be 
called a Principlez for _ 
the firſt Matter of all thing 
into which all things may yhe 
— 


Fire, in its Original, is. an 


EMmanation. of a Slay Spuit, 
4h Its 


TT 
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Its ts Rays darting downwards, 
impregnate and enkindle 
Paſhve Matter, into Motion 
and Vegerarion. Itis che Life 
or Spirit of the World , as 
Water is che Mattes. To 
doubt chis a Principle or Ele- 
mene (for Fthink ir no Blum» 
der, wnder Plutarch's Favour, 
to miake ther Synormne's,. ) 
were a mortal Sin in Philoſo- 
phy. 

Having faid: this, 'ris eafte 
to infer, Fhat Water i the 
paſſive Priticiple, and che So- 
br Influence, the Formal» of 
all created Beings; and thar, 


properly ſpeaking, cheſe two 
are the only Priaciples , aw { 7 
cording to the Ancients, 


on the. other ewo- only Deriva- 


SK. Bue 
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Bur does not the excellent 
S------s, a Learned Mag, 
cell us, ' Thar the Four Elements 
by their never ceaſmg Motion, caſt 
forth, a Sperm, or ſubtil Portion 
of Matter, into the Earth, where 
meeting, and uniting, it is diget- 
ed, and brought to perfefiion, ac- 
cording to the purity or impurity of 
the place * The Authority of 
this Perſon , and the Reve- 
rence and Admiration I have 
for him, as it makes me con 
ceal his Name, ſo it does al- 
moſt make me bluſh co lift up 
my. Pen againſt him. — Sed 
magis Amica Veritas. 


- If. Four Elements go tothe 

Conſtitution of each Being, 
theſe:Elements muſt be. inti- 
mately united: Now that || , 
77% cannot | 
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cannor be, unleſs the pureſt 


part of one Element enter per 


minima, the pureſt part of the 
other, But Farth cannot en- 
ter Water per minima, unleſs 
it be reduced to the Form and 
Tenuity of Water, and then 
what need 1s there of Earth, 
it Earth muſt be firſt reſolved 
into Water, ere it can unite 
with it ? Again, Water muſt 
be rarefied to the digniry of 
Air, or elſe it cannot unite 
intimately with Air; if fo, 
what need 1s there af Water, 
ſince Water muſt become Air 
before it can afilt in the Con- 
ſtiturion of a Body ? 


It to me therefore feems 
moſt plain, that all created 
Beings ra below, are a Con- 
L 3 Crete 
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' crete of Water, the pureſt 


part whereof being ett 
and impregnated - with a ce- 


leſtial Heat, ( which is all 


the Element of Fire I know 


of, ) is digeſted jnto the vari- 


ous-warks of Nature, diver- 
ſified now;according to what 
Nature has wrought in the 
Matrix, before the Form en- 
ters; for the Form is as capa- 
ble of divers effets , as the 
Water is ſuſceptible of qualir 
ties. Thus much for the 
Second, viz, Principles and E- 
lements. 


Thirdly, I ſhall compare 
ſome Ariſtatelian Hypotheſes 
with thoſe of Democritus. 


_ Ariſtotle 


_— So At. 1 
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" triſtotle and Heraclitus too, 
held the Elements to be contra- 
ry toeach otherzas, Fire to Wa- 
ter, Earth to Air, two active 
ind two paſſive Principles ; 
but Democritus demies it ; al- 
[edging, that the Agent and 
Patient muſt be in ſome mea- 


ſure alike , otherwiſe they 


cannot act upon one another. 
Wherein Democritns is certains 
lyin the right ; for Fire and 
Water differ not in a remiſs, 
but intenſe degree: witneſs 
the quiet reſting of Iron ( in 
which the Fire of Nature 
dwells plentifully ) in Water ; 
and witneſs the Generation 


of Animals in water, which 


cannot be done without heat, 
and witneſs the Seeds of all 
Beings ( whoſe germinating 

L4 Ver 
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Virtue, 1s the Fire of Nature ) 


involved 1 in Moiſture, 


There is, in truth, no more 
difference beewern theſe two, 
than between Water 2nd 
Plants ; of which, the one is 
ſo far from being repugnant 
to the other, that the Plantis 
nouriſhed by the water ; yet 
when the water is raiſed to 
an Acid, and the Plant redu- 
ced to an Alkali, by the union 
of theſe two, a violent ebul- 
litian 1s cauſed, A controverlic 
even unto Death. 


As for the Cauſe of the 
variety of Bodies, the diffe- 
rence between Ariſtotle and 
his Followers, and Leucippus, 


Democritus and Epicurns, and 
their 
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their Followers, is no leſs; 
and tis no wonder that they 


who differ in the Nature of 


their Principles , ſhould fall 


out in the effects they pro- 


duce. 


The Ariſtotelians impute 
the effects of Bodies to ſecret 
primary Qualities, reſiding in 
them, by the conjun&tion of 
the Elements ; and ſo under 
the Mask of Qualities, which 
they could nor tell what to 
make of, couch all ignorance 
of Bodies , their Cauſes, if 
not Effects. 


 Democritus, and his Peoz? 
ple, impute nothing to Qua- 
| licies, but all co Figure and 
Motion , called the Atomical 
Phyſtology. For 


— — 


— —— 


aloe 


For my part, I think nei- 
ther Opinion right ; _ yet a 
middle between both may be 


erue. I ſhall conſider both 


Opinions, and then give my 
Reaſons againſt both, and for 
the middle one. As for the 


 Fjrchmian Dodtrine of Quali- 


ties, tis too trifling to merit 
an Anſwer. 


I might introduce this Que- | 
ſtion with a great deal of 
pomp, and ſhew that it hath 

n a Controverſie in the 
world for above Two Thou? 


. ſand Years; that it hath ex- 


erciſed the greateſt Men, and 
that it 15 not yer determined. 
But I ſhall think my ſelf hap- 
py enough, if I can put an | 
end to this Debate, without 
any 


LOSS 
ry _ 
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any other _—_— The 


—_ [ propoſe to take, I 
chink, Jiffers y; rom thoſe # 
have gone before me ; for I 
intend to ſpeak of the 'Crea- 
tion of rhe Firſt Matter, and 
Univerſal Form, and ſhew 
how from the various Union 
of theſe Two, various Qua- 
lities ariſe. But it would be 
too Magiſterial to reject Opi- 
I nions, without ſhewing their 
Miſtakes : I ſhall therefore 
endeavour to ſhew the Error 
of theſe two Parties, and then 
ſubſtirute what I conceive 
more true. 


As to the Ariſtotelian ; that 
of Qccult Qualities, is Ienor 
| tum per JTonotius; a thing 
hot or cold, hitter or fk, 

becauſe 


— 
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becauſe of ſome Quality in it ; 


and what is that Quality ? | 
'Tis Occult, that is in plain | 
Engliſh , 'tis ſo, becaule it | 


is {o. 


But the moſt that can be 


made of this Notion of Qualie 


ties, may amount to this, 


That there is a Form, or Vi- | 
cal Principle latent, or occult. 

in all Bodies, that not only 
retains and keeps the Parts 


together (be the Genus or 
Species what it will) and ſo 


diſtributes ir ſelf to all the | 


Members, performing the 
Office of Life, but is the Spes 
ciick Formal Cauſe of all 


choſe Qualities , with which 
Bodies abound ; be they thoſe 
of Sweet, Bitter, Sharp, &c. | 


OL 
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ot Hot and Cold in their fe- 
vetal degrees. Which Form 
being a Vital Principle, is in- 


viſible, (and therefore oc- 


cult, ) as Lucretins holds. 


Be inſenſiibus ne_credas. ſenſe 
( gion, 
Nimirum Lapides & Ligna , &c. 


5 Of things unſeen things viſt 
( © ble are made, 

* As Stones, and Wood, and 
( © all things that do fade. 


But this, I conceive, can- 
not be ; for though Galtruchius 
rells us in juſtification of this 
Do&dtrine , That there is an 
actual Modification, and Des 
termination of the Form to 


the Matter ; i would fain 
know 


je I 


— oe 
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= know what particular Qualis 


ry can 2 Forms have, that 
enters paſſive Matter ? Where 
Can it receive, before it ences 
Matter, fuch a Specification 2 


. For notwithſtanding what 
"Play ſaieh of the Planet Ye- 


ans, that ſhe ſcatters a Proli- 
fick Dew, which'is bur gene- 
ral, and what the Aſtrolo- 
ers fay of the' parricular In- 
fluences of eacly Planet ; I de- 
fire to know, who! can diftin- 
aniſhche Influences of Saturn 
from Jupiter ; Mars from Ye- 
ns, and fo of the reft, except 
thac of Sol-2- Fhe Sun: indeed 
melts Wax, bur hardens Clay; 
bur rhis diverſity of effect 
proceeds from: the difference 
of the- Obje&t, nor of the 
Agear ; for: tne Agent is al- 
Fi Shag Ways 
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ways one and the ſame, tho' 


varied according to the pal: 
ſive Matter that receives it. 


"Tis not therefore the Form 
alone that gives, or is the 
Quality in the Body ; far as 


the Body was = 4 Atoms 
looſe = inſipid, rill its parts 


being colleted , conſtituted, 
high virtue of the Form, 2 mixt 
Body ; fo was its Form fim- 

ple and undetermin'd , till 
(woah. down, and tied tothe 
Body. 


| Now fox the Atomical Phy- 
| fealogy of Lexcippus , Democrie 
| 145 and Bpicurss, which is now 
called the New, by whaz Fir 
- gure I know not. How can 
meer Matter, whichin is (el, 


looſe 


A  —INp 
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looſe and ſcattered, is infipid, 

4, e. 1 its parts hath t10 Taſte, 
( for: what Taſte have the uncom- 
pounded Bodies of Atoms, void of 
Qualities?) when put cogether 
by the clinging of its Atorhs, 

the-emanation of irs Particles, 
( or imagine what other way 
you pleaſe) acquire a particit- 
lar Taſte, 'or give a partict- 
lar Odor? Nil dat quod non 
habet, may hold well enough 
here: That which it had 
not in its Parts, 1t can never 
have in the whole; ( I fpeak 
of the ſame undetermin'd 
Mactrer ; for I know that Bo- 
dies of different Natures, when 
conjoyn'd , obtain Qualicies 
by Fermentation, which nei- 
ther had- a part ; I beſides if 
AtvrRs by their Poſition and 
Figure, 


| <—_— 


"of Naw Phibophy. : 


—_ — 
— 


! | Figure, or by the manner of 
i the flowing forth of their 
| Particles, By oive a Taſte and 
| Smell, &c. theſe Atoms are 
| ſo very ſmall, that the Body, 
| chough ſeparated into many 
Parts, yer muſt” rerain note 
withſtanding the Figure of the 
 Aroms, the Atonis being too 
| minure to have their Angles 
{and Points cut off by a Gall 
{diviſion of the Wody: and- 
|conſequently the Parts of the 
[Body , muſt have the fame 
Taſte and Odor, when divi- 
Ided, as before, if the Quali- 
tes chat are perceived by the 
Organs of Taſte and Smet- 
ling, be wholly owing to. 
Matcer,'i.'e. to the figuration 
of the Atoms. | 


M But 
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- Bur this daily Experience | 
evinces the. contrary ; for Boe |; : 
digs divided , or bur a little | 


opened, AS Platrs and Fruit, 


&c. loſe in a lictle time both 


their Taſte and Smell, and 


yet no One can fay, that the || 


Poings or anoles of the As 
roms were dishgured, or the 

-mmanation of their Particles 
obſtructed, | ſince great Pro- 
portions were left, untouched, 


- Bur Galtruchius afirms , 
* Matter to be previouſly di 


: * ſpoſed cQ ſuch a Form, by 4 | 
 * Temperament of Qualitics. ; 
But how can this be? Are | þ 


not Qualities the Effect of | 


Life in every Body , whac | 


needs there then a ; Rk where 
there is Life before? The 


Qyia* 


_— 


ro 
Ge 
Ct 
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| | Qualities therefore of Odor 
| and Taſte. cannor proceed 
' from the Conguratiow of the 

| | Acoims. | 


| -: Now if neither the Form 
| gives the Qual of it telf ;- 
' for the Form ,as I have ſhewn 
| before, is fimple, a vital Air 
| underermin'd'; nor the paſs 
| five Mater, though Aromi- 
| cal, as I have: fhewn here; 
| and yer all Bodies have Qua- 
| lities, they muft proceedfrony 
the Union of both, and not 
| from ary diſtin Cauſe in 
either. So the Spirit of N#- 
| tre and Salt Armoniack aparr, 

have no Qualities of Pover 
to diffolve, or rather cortode 
Gold, bus united, do it effe- 
awally. 


L ——— 
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> This brings me'to the 


Fama and laſt, Thing I in-. 


rend- to ſpeakto; and wi Is, 
How the Earth comes to be 
filled with variety of Bodies, 
abounding with different qua 
lities. + 

- Since - I propoſe here to 
treat of the Original of Qua- 
lities, .I muſt, of neceſſity 
ſpeak of the Firſt Matter, and 
its Formatjon;' and that leads 


me naturally to conſider the 
firſt Creation ; which I ſhall | 
do as briefly ' as poſſibly I | 


Cal. 


1 ſhall not cite the various | 


Opinions of the ſeveral Sects 


of Philoſophers thar treat of 


the World's beginning, (tho 
foinc 
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ſome thought it had none , ) 
this would look more like 
Shew, than Uſe, which I have 
no Tempration to do, fince I 
write for Pleaſure, not for 


Bread. Beſides, foe Philoſo- 


| phy's ſake, ſhall omit ic; : for 


| there is nothing ſo fooliſh, 
which ſome of - im have not 


Se ITED) 


ſaid. Nor ſhall I borrow 
Parts of the Many, as the 


| Greeks;did, to patch up a New 


one of my own. Nor {hall 
I ſpeak of the Creation any 
ces than as it relates to my 
preſent purpoſe. Bur herein 
] will rake the Philoſopher 
Fife for my Guide, x. "og 
excluſive of his Divine Aus 
thority, has given a wiſer 
Account of the World's Cres 
arion, than the whole Body 
M 3 of 
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O: the Cre- 
ation, 


of Philoſophers pat together ; 
whoſe Writings the mot 
Learned Biſhop Stullingfleet 
has defended in hjs Origmes 
Sacre, againſh all the World. 


God having created the 
Firſt Matter, which ſ(ecems to 
be a thin, Auid Subſtance, an 
Abyſs of Fume or Vapour, 
_— than Water , which 
was therefore the more pal» 
five and tenuous, fat to be 
ſtretched out for the compo- 
fcion of Heaven, and capa- 
ble of any Form ; he gave a 
Form fit to atuare and im- 
pregnate this Matter, which 
was to, be the vital Principle 
of this Body, This general 
Form was. a Spirit. of Light 
Ka < Heat, and fo aze all par- 


ticular 
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a 
_ 


— 


[ ticular Forms now,and there- 
| fore capable of being the In- 
' ſkrument of God, ( riot the, _ __ 

| Third (a) Perſon in the Tri- LB, ag 
| nity) to rarche and ſubtilize br4/# to 
{ the Superficies of this Abyls, ja p-0- 
| arid to exalt it to the Dignity to theficſt. 


| of conſtituting Celeftial Bo- Tis diſtin- 
4; 1 tho Ction of 
ies and Ather. Fitſt atd 
Second 


| Canfes, was found ont firſt by the Greeks, who 
taught the World to ſpeak Scholaſticafly ; But the 
 Fends made them all one; which indeed, iti a large 
ſence they are; for the i6rId 1 the Lord's, and all 
| things therein. And therefore 1ſaiah, c. 40. v.8. 
| faith, The Graſs withereth, the Flower fadeth, becaufe 
| the Spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it. As the World 
is God's, and ajl the Spirits in it, and Parts of it, 
ſo indeed this may be ſaid to be the Spirit of the 
Lord, in point of Property, but not of Identity. 
Can ary one think that this Spirit that blows on the 
Graſs, ( or take it Metaphorically, for Man,) is 
the Holy Sholt ? Junius and Tremelins tranſlate the 
Words Spirits Fehove,, the appropriate Name of 
| the Eternal; yet in their Commentary ſay, *tis not 
Regenits Spiritus Sauttificationts in Chriſto z which, if 
they had remembred;,; they would not have ren- 
dred the Spirit Dei, Gen. 1. Spiritus Santt;a, Ter, 

M 4 tia 
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tia illa Perſona Deitatis, a Deo Patre & Filioprocedens, 
But they have, I muſt acknowledge,not a'few Com- 
mentators on their ſide; though I canceive, the 
Fews never dreamed of ſuch an Interpretation: they 
might believe it ſomes, Porentia, or Emanatio Dei, 


f 
F4 


but not the Divine Nature himſelf, which it is diſho- 7 


nourable to imagine was incubans ſuperficiet Aqua- 


rum, brooding over the Waters, as a Hen does o- | 


ver her Eggs. This piece of Mechaniſm may be 
ſuitable to Man, or ſome created Power ; but the 
Almighty Fiat .js worthy only of God. But be- 
ſides this ConjeCture, the Original will bear ir; for 
the Learned ſay that Ruach ſignifies not only Spiri- 
1, but Ventus, Voluntas, Angulns, Pars, & Plaga. 
And therefore F. Abraham on this Place, renders it, = 
Spirirus ( ant Ventws) Dei ſufflabat ( at cubabat ) 
ſuper faciem /quarum ; (1. e. ) ſaith he , Yentu 
miſſus a Dto,. ad aeſiccandum Aquas, 


no Fiſt This Spirit of Light and 
8. Heat, whole Property is Mo- 
tion, ating upon this Super- 
ficies, raisd ic up on all {1des, 
and mixing and abiding with | 
It, in a plentiful degree, ad- 
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vanced it up to the ſupreme | 


Heaven, and "Falgnengd all | 
that | 
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| that Part, by its diffuſion , 
which we call Aither ; thoug h 
| the lower part of chat mig C 
ty Space, the Armoſphere, was 
but glimmering, in reſpect of 
the Ather; and the Terra- 
queous Globe , by reaſon of 
its diſtance, and gloomy Sub- n 
ſtance, was dark. This Di- 
: viſioa of the Light from the 
Darkneſs, Holy Writ calls 
the Firſt ang th s Work. 


This wili appear more evi- = _— 
FVEEL by conſidering the Se- © 
cond Day's Work, and that 
was the SE of a. Firma 
ment, or Expanſion, which 
Was to drvide the Waters from the 
Waters, (4. e.) the Waters that 
reſided with the Globe be- 
ow, not only from the Ces 


leſtial 
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leſtial Bodies, which were 
advanc'd above, whoſe ma- 
terial Principle was Water ; 
bur even frotn the lower part 
of chis Aery Region, che Re- 
ſidence of Watety Clouds. 
'The manner of which, I con- 
ceive was thus by the Will of 
the moſt High. 

This Active Spiric of Light 
farrounding the moiſt Va- 
pour ot all {tdes, drove it 
down lower throughout the 
Aery Region , atid thereby 
compreſs'd this tenuous Mat- 
ter , ittto 4 more cloſe and 
narrow compaſs, whence it 
became condenſed into 4 wa- 
rery Sabftance. The Vapour 
thus condenſed into Water, 
and chus comprefs'd on all 
ſides , flying from che Fiery 


Spirit, 


— 
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Spirit, as from an Enemy, 
became ftill more congeaFd, 
whoſe Centre being the Sedi- 
ment of the Waters, becatte 
Mud or Earth. And this was 
the Second Day's Work. 


This Fiery Spirit, by the The Third 
Will of God , acting upon P%): 
the Waters, divided the fame, 
ſo that the Waters being rot- 
led off on each fide, the Myd 


| or Earthy Subſtance appear- 


eee LL 4 2 


cd, which by the MMedinm of 
the Form was made dry, and 
impregnated with virtue fufh- 
cient tor the Production of 
Flancs. And this was the 
'Ehird Day's Operation. 


Bur. on the Fourth Day , The Fourth 
the Almighty colle&ted and P*)- 
IN pent 
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The Fifth 
Day. 


The Sixth 
Day. 


pent in this ſeatter'd Univerſal 
Form into the Body of the 
Sun, whoſe Virtue being ſhut 
up, & comprized in a narrow 
Compals, was capable of a 
more intenle Emanation,, 
whence followed a more no- 


ble Production. 


So that on the Fifth Day 
God created Fiſh and Fowl, 
by the Union of the Paſſive 


Matter , Water, and that of 


the Form. 


And afterwards, on the 
Sixth Day, of the Earth God 
made Beaſts and Reptils (the 
Marter being grofler, the Ge- 
neration was more ſluggiſh, ) 
and then, as the Colophon of all, 


God created that mighry 


Creas 


ny «im. 35 OS" hy 8 Kan, * 


E: 


- —— 


Of Natural Philoſophy. 


Creature Man , - endowed 
with a Mind full of Vertue 
and Holineſs, in reſemblance 
to the Divine Nature, (not 
to ſpeak of his Knowledge 
and Wiſdom ,): and - made 
him: Lord! of all. Were'l 
not here in -Publick,” I could 
not  forbear a Rapture of 
Praiſe to the Almighty Build- 
er of the World, for his Bou 
ty and Munificence to Man, 
in-the mighty Priviledges and 
Endowments of his Nature. 
Sed quod palam non decet, clam 


fat . 


Having here given a ſhort 
Abridgment of the Creation, 
I ſhall proceed to ſhew how 
the Earth comes to be filled 
with variety of Bodies a- 

bounding 


— 
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bounding, with.different Qua- 


haes, "The Conlideration of 
thiss ' will takeiin Planes, i Mi- 
nerals, and all Foſltls. 

Ain for Plants, meſind chic 
mention'd in the 3iDay's ape- 
ration, and that they included 
theirovwn Seeds, according vo 


their leveral Shvcies : Soithat 


from' hence. ir ſeems that all 
Plants, | being created from 
the: beginning, had for their 
continnance a. Seed infuſed', 
thar mizbt be che Futnre Prin- 


_ciple of raiſing the like ;* I 


lay, mioht be ; for char I con- 
cerve, I have alrcady thewed, 
char Plants may be onenerared 
ot all forts, witbour the ſoiy- 
ing. of- the Specifick ſeed, by 
the Power of the Form, ard 
the 
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the prediſpoſition which 'the 
wrought 00. Palkve Mars 


ter. 


But now. it remains we give 
an account how the-Earth 


comes to be altered by the So- 


lar Influx ; or in the Words 
above, how the Earth comes 
to. be filled with variety of 
Bodies , abounding with difs 
ferent Qualities, 


_ I ſuppoſe the Earth and 
Waters, . in the firſt Creation, 
had no Qualities but the pri- 
mary of Cold and Moiſt, and 
after the Waters were rolled 
off, and che dry Land appear- 
ed, thoſe that then were,were 
latent in the Plants which 

God 


an 3 we + 
'. a 
- 
® 
_ 
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God creared, which were Ori- 


ly in'the Superficies. A weak 
Eip bit, anda faint Form: being 
uciznr for the Production 


of thele, ſo that the inner 
parts of 'the Earth' were ſtill 
fi mple and undetermin d. 


But God having Fir oj 
this'-ſcatterd and wandring' 
Light, on che Fourth Day, 


into the Body of the Sun, 
became thence a Sowell 


and univerſal Form or Spirit 
ro this ſimple or general Mat- 
rer ,\which wheeling: about 
chis Globe of Earth and Wa- 
rers continually, and darting' 
into-it on all fides Rays of 
Lightand Hear, muſt of ne- 
ceflity fill che Earth with Heat 


and < onnes 
- This 


PO  —— 


Of Natural Philoſophy” 


Mc. 


© This viral Hear ftill being 
I mulciptied and increaſed by 
| the Influx of more, and this 
Form moving in'its Sphere; 
| by mixing with the Waters, 
| and ariſing by - Sublimation 
with ther , what with the 
Rays Aowing'i in, and the 'Va- 
| pours by ſubliming to the $u- 
ho fices of the Earth,expiring ; 
muſt of neceflity work on the 
Paſſive Matter ,, the Earth, 


through which they pals, and” 


according tothe Plenty or 
Scarcity of the Form , caule 


diverſity of Qualities in it ; 


tor the warm Vapour ſtill pu» 
ries the place where it paſles;' 


but where it is ſtopp'd, before 
purification of the Place , an 
abortive or imperte&t Thing 
is made, 


N Thus 


Was PAST COP CT WA OO AR PF A VEE, AF TORI Sow, x, 
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Thus Merryry derermined 
$9 4, Metalliqk, Species , for 
want of ſufficient Heart in the 
Mazrix , becomes an Abor- 
tive. And thys . the Earth , 


wzpught upoy wvazioully to- 


yards.the Super fices, by the 
ten{ton or Remifſion of the 
WArry: Vapour, though in. a 
moft.;minate, degree. , T4 
produce @ different Salt, and 
thence; a different. Plans, as 
the. leaſt Stroak of .a Pencil 


makes different. Face. 


This will 2ppear moxe eyis 


dens; when we conſider that 


the'vazious parts of the world 
are \proguctive | of different 


and appropriated Plants and 
Metals; which can be owing 


to o nothing but the various 
| infor- 
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information of the Matter ; 
which proceeds from the near- 
er of remoter acceſs of the 


Parent of all Forms, theSya, 


difterenced under "YM ſame 


Meridian ; as I hall ſhew 


hereafter. 


_*Tis eafie to obſerve how 
Fire alters Matter, though 


determined, both in Figure, 


and Qualicy : Thus a Culi- 
nary Fire, moderately ' appli- 


ed tO Fruit, Fleth, or Pliinns; 


by boiling, 'bakiog, or xoaſt- 
ing, cauſesa Taſte quite dife 
ferent from what an intenle 
Heat, or over-boiling, bas 
king, or reaſting occahons 


Thus thi wie. Laaniet 


Metalliniſts affiria of the Ges 


N z neration 
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neration of Metals, that Sa- 
turn is producd of the moiſt 
Vapour adhering to. . Places 
impure and: cold; Venus, of 
that Vapour'in a Matrix im- 
pure and hot ; Sel, ina Place | 
pure and hot, ere. Of theſe 
Matters, I concerve, Des Car- 
tes has ſpoke but meanly ; for 
he makes the diverſity of Me- 
tals to/ariſe from the different 
Magnitude and Figure of their 
three -Principles 5 which is a 
Notion borrowed of Epicurus. 
Bur he acknowledges in this 
Matter his want of Experi- 
ence; for he tells us, Que 


fortaſſe, ſingula deſcripſifſem hoc 


in loco, ft varia Experimenta, que 
ad certam eorunr cognitionem re- 


quiruntar, facere hattenns licuiſ- 


fet; © Theſe Matters (faith he,) 
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* I would have deſcribed par- 
* ticularly in this place, if 1 
* had had an opportunity of 
' © making ſome Experiments, 
* which are neceſlary: to the 
f exact knowledge of them. 
But I believe he had the 
Philoſopher's Fortune, as well 
as Wir; ſo that 


Haud facile emergunt quorum Vir- 
tutibus obſtat 
Res anzuſta dons. 


« His Vertues hardly to be 

©ſeen 

© Whoſe Fortune is but low: 
* and mean. 


*Tis not from the Configus 
ration of the Metalline Prin-- 
ciples, that Metals vary, but 


N 3 by 


182 


Of. Natnral Philojophy 


by how! much the Place is Js 
dated, the Metal becomes 
more excellent, 4s. I have 
ſhewed before. tefides the 
three. imaginary Principles of 
Metals; were never yet ſeen 
diſtin&ly produced by Na- 
tire, and therefore no ſuch 
Various Configuration i 1s pro- 
dudtive of various Merals. 


The {ame Reafon holds for 
all ſorts of Foſſils; ſo that che 
Terreſtrial Heat, flowing 
frona the Central Pares of the 
Earth, ( which ſome Philoſo- 
phets call the Texreftrial Sun, 
others the Archews of Nature ) 
and the Celeſtial flowing 
fron? the Stun (being both 
aliks, ). continually inco the 
Bari, do thers meet and u- 


nite, 
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nice, and what from the in- 
terpolition of moiſt Vapoirs, 

ariſing from ſome Mariſh 

Pl:ces, that hinders the Solar 

Influx , from the Inundarton 

of Waters into the Bowels of 

the Earth, in other places ; 

the compadtnels of the Earth, (,) 1am 

that reprefles the aſcending —_ 

Vapours (a), in others ; the this Orb, 
looſaeſs in others, that gives on, by an 

| wayto it, ariſes all char vaſt ron Mine 

| variery of Bodies abounding — 
with different Qualities, which #ridee , 

we behold by digging inthe ar 


running a- 
Earth , hh, ſee in Plants bout three 


: : Miles, was 
in the Superficies. And this Pn 


Alteration, that is, Remiffion hard Rock ; 
or ſiſreaſion' of Heat in' the —_ this 

C y_ 
Vapour, gives thar variety of p25? Jim 
Forti'ts the Letvesof Plants; chad the af- 
(carce one Leaf in the ſrrte' cending V.& 


N 4 Plant, CM 
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Concluſion. 


Plant, being i in all parts like 
another. | 


This will appear more e- 
vident, by conlideting, thar 
the permanent Marter of all 
Bodies is Salt, and the Form, 
a Portion of Light. And 
for the Salr, it is much the 
Gaic ina Bodies, when 
ſtripe of its ſpecificared Quali- 
ries ; and the Form differs ra- 
ther in degree than kind in all 
Bodies,as is apparent to them, 


who are acquainted with the 


Analyſis of Bodies. 


But after all, I have not 
the vanity to "RY that all 
that I have ſaid, will obtain 
with the Reader : The Minds 
of moſt Men ſtand bent, and 
inclin 'd 
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inclind to. the Pedantry of 
their Profeſſion and Educati- 
0n.; not one Man 1n ten thou- 
ſand is other than what he 
learn'd from his Tutor or Ma- 
ſter ; for though God has giv- 
en us large and free Faculries, 

et we {uffer our ſelves to be 
bow'd down to Principles ang 
Notions, without examining 
chem with Freedom and 
Judgment. This is evident 
from the Societies of Men , 
who always follow their 
Founder through blind and 
ignorant Zeal. 


Againſt this, I cannot but 
commend Ariſtotle, who op- 
poled Plato, even whilſt he 
caught him : By which, I on- 
ly mean, he examined the 
: ._— n_ 
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Food” before ir went down. 
But onr Palates are ſo vitia- 
ted, that we can tafte nothin 
but what we are uſed to. 


Therefore I do not expe& 
that they who have never 
looked into Natural Philoſophy, 
or have but juft made an en- 
trance, fhonld imbibe whar 
I have offered; I have nor 
writ to ſuch, having only 
given Hints, not a Syſtem 


of Philoſophy. 


There are Principles and 
Elements in all Sciences, that 
are firſt to- be learned ; there 
are ſith Difficalties in' Learn-. 
ing, as well as Knowledge, 
that what aftetwards will ap- 


peat plain'and evident; at firſt 


fight, 
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ſtght, ſeems to raw and crude 
Underſtandings, repugnant 
and contrary ro Truch. Tis 
no wonder therefore that Py- 
thagorus taught, That the fieſt 
Baftinels of Man, was to 
free the Mind from Pollution 
and Prejudice, without which 
Freedom, none can perceive 
aright. Then the Sceds of 
Knowledge and: Fruch are ro 
be inſerted , then che Mind 
becomes new, has new Aps+ 
perite, new Paſhons, 1s dead 
(almoſt without a Metaphor) 
to the former Life, and alive 
to. Vertue and Philoſophy. 
In this Soil the Fares and the 
Wheat wilt not grow roge- 
_ ther : © For Philoſophy (fairh 
Hierocles ) © is the PerfteQion 
*of Humane Life, reſtoring 
| it 


> 2 1900s), CE PRETIAss LSH TO 4 2/ 47 


Of Natural Philoſophy. ; 


fit to the Divine Reſem- | 
© blance. Vertnve and Truth, 
© effe&t this; the former ſub- 
© duing Exceſs of Paſſions , 
* the latter inducing the Di- 
*vine Form, | 


The Mind of Man muſt 
be always filled with ſome- 
what; here Nature abhors a 
Vacuum ; and the warmer e- 
very Mans Conſtitution, the 
more active his Spirit. So 
that he who takes no care to 
fall his Mind with moderate 
Knowledge of God and his 
Works,to be able from thence 
to entertain himſelf with 
plealing Thoughts, will give 
our great Enemy an opportuz 
nity to attack him when idle; 
with whom to parly, is to. be 
undone. How 
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loſt,in ſeeking for Game with- 
our , meerly for want of a 
good Stock within! Where 
fore there is no Treaſure like 
thar of the Mind. 


But you will ſay, May not 

a Man's Buſineſs, and the Af- 
fairs of the World entertain 
him 2 Nature requires a Res 
lax of Drudgery; The Vas 
cation-Moments undo Mans 
kind; not knowing how, 
wiſely to fill up thoſe Spaces, 
runs us into Miſeries, hardly 
ro be retrieved. © But a Mind 
* filled with Knowledge and 
© Vertue, isa Fountain of E- 
* xernal Lighe, has Commus 
©nication night and day with 
© Heaven, and has Raprures of 
© pleaſure, 


How have I known Men 
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, qr von which this lower 
© World knows nothing of. 


Here the crafcy Politician 
is at a loſs; here the greedy 
Mercham hach no Com- 


 merce; here the ſubcil Caſt- 


iſt :15 puzled ; ; the Voluptu- 
ous, the Ambitious, the Co- 
Verous; the Laſcivious, the 
Dull, the Sowre , and the 
Baſe, of theſe things have no 
Guſt or Reliſh : To theſe I 
may lay, as the Herald us'd 
redo a the Pagan Sacrifices ; 
Procul efte Profani, For the 
Wide and the Humble , che 
Modeſt and the Vertuous 
move only in this elevated 
Sphere. Burt Morals are need- 


el after what the Excellence 


Dr, Lies has ſaid, in his 2d- 


mirable 
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mirable Works,whe has obli 
ged an ungrateful Age... 


If what I have aid, take 
with the few Wiſe and Vertus 
ous, I have my End ; as for 
the Diſlolute, may he reform ; 
but as Vicious, I neither courc 
his Suffrage, nor value his 
Judgmenr. Quid mals 
feci ? &c. 


Sempiterna Lux ! Nec Hono- 
res nec Divitias peto, me mods 
Dripme Lucts Radio illumines, & 
Saptentia , Ferumq; Naturalium 
Cognitione mnſtruas, ut hiſce 4 me 
probe perſpeftis, FlajeHatem ty- 
am, earum meiq; Creatricem intens 
ſtore Amore & Ardore Animi pros 
ſequar & adorem, ut cum met 
tranſterint Dies, ( Celeft Regno 
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